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endeavour to get their clients when they
are at home?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This will
not affect salesmen employed by motor car
agents.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the clause is
agreed to as it is, it might mean that people
will be fined for doing something that was
quite innoeently done. An aceident might
arise to cause delay in the delivery of goods,
an accident that could not be avoided.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That argu-
ment is really too weak to be taken seriously.
In cases of that kind I do not think anyone
would consider a man was doing wrong if
he completed the delivery of his goods. A
plea of inability to do otherwise would be
a reasonable defence, We are providing
sufficient opportunity to complete the day’s
work by allowing two hours grace after clos-
ing time outside a two-mile radius and half-
an-hour within the two-mile radius. The
clause is necessary fo meet unfair competi-
tion.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . .. .. 6
Noes o . .. 17
Majority against .. 11

AYES.
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. . M., Hsensn
Hon, G. Frassr Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. T. Moore
{Telter.}
Noza.
Hon, E. H. Angelo Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. L, Craig Hon. H, V. Piesse
Hon. C. Eilllots Hon. H. Saddon
Hon, E. H H. Hall Hon, H, Tuckey
Hon. V., Hamersley Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon, J, M. Macfarlane Hon. G. B, Wood
Hon, W. J. Mann Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hon, . W. Miles {Teller.)
Parx,
AVFR Nu.
Hen. A. M. Clydesdale l Hon, A, Thamson

Clause thus negatived.
Clause 47—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly reeeived and
read notifving that it had agreed to amend-
ment Nn. 4 and had disagreed to amend-
ments Nos, 1, 2, 3, and 5 made by the Coun-
cil.

House adjourned at 10.32 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—BULK HANDLING,
As to Fremantle Terminal,

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, Has he re-
ceived any comments, recommendations, or
communications from the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust Commissioners dealing, in any
way, with the proposed terminal grain ele-
vators at Fremantle? 2, If so, will he lay
them on the Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, if the hononrable
member moves a motion in the ordinary way.

QUESTION—POLICE.
Traffic Branch Revenue, eic.

Mr, STYANTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police: 1, What De-
comes of the surpius revenue earned by the
Traffic Branch of the Poliece Department
over total working expenses? 2, Will he
consider making available a sufficient amount
of the surplus revenue carned by the Traffic
Branch to provide an adequate number of
police traffic patrols so as fto ensure a
greater degree of safety for people using
our roads? 3, What was the total amount
paid as fines, penalties, ete., for breaches of
the Traffie Act in the metropolitan area for
the 12 months ended the 30th June, 19372

The MINISTLR FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, It is paid to Consolidated Rev-
enue from which is met the cost of the
traffic control in the metropolitan area and
the cost of the enllection of licenses through-
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out the State by general pelice not under the
Traffic department. 2, The matter will re-
ceive consideration. 3, £10,380,

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of five amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee,

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2—Delete,

The PREMIER: I ask members not Lo
agree to the amendment. The clause ix
necessary for the exemption of the basie
wage and income as provided in Clause 3.
I move— .

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon. C. G. LATHAXL: I regret that the
Premicr has not agreed to accept the amend-
ment. When the Bill was last before vs 1
told the Premier he was getting away from
a principle that had been adopted practic-
ally throughout the period of this legisla-
tion. Every year we have had this argument
and have had to compromise. All that is left
of the Bill is a continuanee provision. The
Premier should get back to the prineiple
accepted by both Chambers. Undoubtedly
that principle has been accepted by mem-
bers here, thongh perhaps under duress,
What I am more concerned about is that if
the Bill goes to a conference the vesponsi-
bility for reaching a decision will rest upon
three members of this Chamber., Then I
have strong opinions against sitting all night
in order to reach an agreement, because that
imposes a strain on members and we get no-
where.

The PREMIER: I regret that the hon.
member carried his opposition so far as to
give a lead to members in ancther place.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do not flatter me to
that extent.

The PREMIER : Otherwise another place
would possibly not have disagreed with the
policy embodied in the Bijll. The proposed
alteration is not a radical one. If this legis-

lation is continued for many years, there
can bhe no disagreement provided we
have & set principle such as that

contained in the Bill The assess-
ment measure would be a complete emact-
ment and would not need any amendment of
this principle. The reasons we can offer

2125

to the Council are logical, and sometimes
another place does adopt a reasonable and
logical attitude.

Hon. C. (+. Latham: Always.

The PREMIER: Not always. If another
place is logieal on this oecasion and aecepts
the principle, there will be no need for long
~ittings or ail-night sittings. 1 am hopefnl
that the Council will agree with u< when we
point out that this is part of the poliey on
which we went to the electors and that we
have a mandate from the people.

Hon, C. (. Latham: You did not «o to
the electors on this measure.

The PREMIER: I am sorry that the
Leader of the Opposition even now is not
prepared to aceept a principle that is con-
sidered by the Government to he in the best
interests of the whole of the people. It
will not affeet anyone detrimentally, but will
give effect to a principle which, in another
way, has received approval, When the
Council understands that we are genuinely
and eagerly desirous of securing recognition
of this principle, I think it will agree,

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: I assure members
that I had nothing to do with the action
taken by another place.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I do not think my
vemarks were taken into consideration.

The Premier: You are too meodest.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Then I could wish
that they were always taken into considera-
tion by another place. The Premisr ¢laimed
fo have a mandate from the electors. 1 know
of no party that went to the people advoent-
ing taxation. Less was said on that than on
any other subject. On the other hand, if
the Premicr’s party did go to the country
on it, they returned with a reduced major-
ity.

The Premier: We have a majorify,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 consider that
the Council's amendment would relieve a cer-
tain number of taxpayers, whereas to exempt
the hasic inecome will bring additienal rev-
enue to the Government.

The Premier: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 am satisfied that
it wili. If we provided that the amount
should be 2s. above the basic wage, less rav-
enue would be received. The Premier, how-
ever, is not satisfled with the amount of
money being obtained from this source. The
proceeds from financial emergency tax are
inereasing. In one year the receipts totalled
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£600,000, but this year I believe they will
axceed £1,000,000. That is a tremendous
amount of morey to take from producers
and others who are trying to re-establish
thenmsetves. I am sorry that the Premier
mentioned the question of policy. When his
party went to the country—and this applied
t0 other parties—they were almost dumb on
the question of taxation.

The Prewmier: This is a remission.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, it represents
an increase. The Premier would have done
well to adhere to the policy accepted in the

ast.

P Mr. MARSHALL: I am pleased that the
Premier resiste the Council's amendment, if
for no otber reason than that another place
has no power to amend momey Bills.

Hon. C. G. Latham: This is not a money
BilL

Mr. MARSHALL: Ancther place invari-
ably refuses to have this point settled by a
higher tribunal, and thereby admits that it
frequently does something which under ihe
Constitution it is not entitled to do. There
are two forms of taxation,

Hon. €. G. Latham: There are about a
hundred forms that T know of!

Mr. MARSHALL: One form represents
payment in eash, and the other form repre-
sents payment in bread and meat. The im-
position of taxation is wide and varied, but
who will maintain that a person on the hasic
wage, the minimum on which a family ean
exist, should not be exempted from this tax?

Hon, C. G. Latham : The exemption is put
at 2s. above the basic wage.

Mr. MARSHALL: No ome can say from
onc quarter to ancther what the basie wage
will be. The basic wage can only be assessed
after the unfortunate reeipient of it has
proved: that the cost. of living has risen. In
the ease of the man on the basic wage this
tax would mean the sacrifice of his family's
bread and meat.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position says the Bill is designed to increase
taxation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will bring in a
greater amount,

The PREMIER: No. The prosperity
brought about by the present Government
has emnbled the workers to earn larger in-
incomes. The clause is designed to place
exemption on a principle, and not to leave
it subject to a series of varying amounts
denoting the cost of living. The prineiple
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to which we have given effect during the
last four years has been to exempt persons
on the basic wage from this tax. Because
of the possibility of the cost of living figure
inereasing, wc¢ have fixed the amount of
exemption at a couple of shillings above the
basiec wage. The Bill is nof desigmed to
increase taxation, and will nol increase
it. If the Connecil's amendment is
agreed to, then in the event of the
Arbitration Court deciding next March that
the cost of living has risen, the elass of
pecple whom Parliament desires to exempt
will have to pay this tax. Thus the will of
Parliament would be nullified. I may point
out that we are now obtaining from the
agricultural districts more tazation than
Parliament intended. The glause will pre-
vent that. Notwithstanding the undue
modesty of the Leader of the Opposition, I
am certain that another place takeg a great
deal of notice of his arguments. In fact,
“Hansard” shows that members elsewhere
repeat his arguments. I hope these hon.
members will read my remarks in reply to
the Leader of the Opposition and thus ob-
tain a fair perspective.
Question put and passed;
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3:—Delete.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
The arguments previously used apply in this
case.

Question put and passed;
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clanse 4:—Delete.

The PREMIER: The principle here is
different. Clause ¢ deals with employers
who sometimes cobnive with employees not
to pay the tax, and sometimes deduct the
tax from the employec but instead of pay-
ing it, per medinm of stamps, into the Trea-
sury, retain it.

Mr. Tonkin: That is unlawful.

The PREMIER: Yes; but it is not found
out.

Hon. C. G. Latham: This clause will not
find it out. It only provides a penalty.

The PREMIER: It makes the employer
equally liable with the employee, which is
not the position now. The tax being levied
on everyonme with income above a certain
amount, we should see that people upon
whom a statotory duty is cast to collect the

the Council’s

the Counecil’s
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tax are made personally liable in the event
of their failing to do so. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 5:—Add at the end of the
clause a proviso, as follows:—*Provided
that this seection shall not have any retro-
apective effect beyond the thirty-first day of
December, 1436.”

The PREMIER: I agree with another
place in this instance, and therefore move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Title:—Delete the words “two,
four, nine, and.”

The PREMIER: I do not propose to
agrec to this amendment until the Couneil
has reconsidered its position. I move—

The the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A committec consisting of the Premier,
the Minister for Lands, and the Leader of
the Opposition drew up reasons for disagree-
ing to four amendments,

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—TERMINAL GRAIN
ELEVATORS.

Second Reading,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. ¥ Troy—Mt. Magnet) [54] in moving
the second reading said: The purposc of this
legislation is to create an anthority to pro-
vide grain elevators at the ports of Fre-
mantle, Geraldton, Buonbury and Albany.
The board is to be appointed by the Gov-
ernment and will have a tenure of office for
three years. The board will be empowered
to raise moneys for the construetion of the
waorks and to levy a toll for services rendered
in order to provide interest on the money
raised and a sinking fund for its repayment.
This work, in the very nature of things,
should be of a reproductive character and
from that standpeint, if from no other,
should be welcomed by hon. members. Com-
plaints have been made about works under-
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taken by Governments which have not been
of a reprodnctive character, and as a result
of which the burden of interest is becoming
so great as to give rise to fears that the com-
munity may not he able to meet it in years
to come. From its ordinary loan alloeation
from the Loan Council every year the State
is unable to find moncy for this work. In
order to create these works from the amount
of Joan money allocated to the State, the
Government would have to abandon other
worka and other avenues of employment.
When the Loan Council met in Melbourne
last April, authority was seeured for the
borrowing of £350,000 for these works and,
although that was opposed by the Common-
wealth Government, the majority of the Loan
Council voted for it. Complaints are fre-
quently made in this House that the Loan
Council is responsible for much of the un-
employment existing in Australia, in that it
will not provide money for expenditure on
works for the purpose of development. The
other States, particularly New South Wales,
Victoria and Queensland, are able to supple-
ment their loan expenditure by loans raised
by semi-governmenta] institutions, of which
there is a large number. The borrowing hy
semi-governmental bodies of New South
Wales was greater last year than the borrow-
ings of the Government itself from the Loan
Couneil. The faet that those Governments
have been able to raise additional funds out-
side of the Loan Council has made it possible
for them to inaugurate and carry on works
which have not been possible in Western
Australia. The semi-governmental institu-
tions in those States have separate borrow-
ing powers and therefore the Governments
of those Siates are helped with regard to
finding employment by the activities and
expenditure of these bodies. This is the first
time that Western Australia has secured
the consent of the Loan Couneil to the
raising of money for semi-governmental pur-
poses. Our eomplaint has alwavs heen that
the other States could raise money for these
activities, but Western Australin eould not,
and that the other States have had a con-
siderable advantage in consequence. Now
that authority has bheen given to Western
Australia to raise money required, it wonld
be a very unwise thing for a Parliament
which complains of the niggardly treatment
of the Loan Counecil to refuse the oppor-
funity provided in this measure. The State
wilt have £350,000 additional money for em-
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Ployment if this measure secures the consent
of TParliament. When the Bulk Handling
Act was passed in 1935, that legislation gave
the franchise to Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. to instal country hins, subject to the
authority of the Minister having the ad-
ministration of the Aet. Country bins have
now heen installed by the company in the
Ueraldton, Fremantle, and Buobury zones,
and serious consideration must now be given
to the establishment of an orthodox system
of hulk handling at the ports. The
authority conferred upon Bulk Handling
Ltd. enables that eompany to receive wheat
at country bins and the company is respon-
sible for the delivery of such wheat through
the various agencies through which wheat
must pass in its progress from the grower
to the port and into the ship. For example,
the Commissioner of Railways does not carry
bulk wheat for individual farmers who
have stored wheat with the company but
carries the wheat as agent for and on behalf
of the eompany. Seo, in respect to every link
in the chain in the contract undertaken hy
the company, the wheat is handled by some
intermediate instrument or agency. The
Bill does not interfere in any way with that
mrrangement. The monopoly enjoyed hy
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. is in
no way contravened by this measure.
The Bill eonstitutes a board of three mem-
bers who are appointed by the Governor

for the administration of the Aect and
the tenure of office of such members
is to be for three years. There are

the nsual disqualifications in certain events
such as bankruptey, incompeteney or inea-
pacity. It is also provided as a necessary
part of such legislation that no member of
the board is to be interested in the market-
ing or disposal of grain, with the exeeption
that there is no disqualification if a member
of the board is a grower of grain and
delivers such grain to the board in the
ordinary course of his activities as a farmer.
In order that the relationship between the
board and other interests dealing with wheat
may he as harmonious as possible, the Bill
provides for the appointment of an advis-
ory committee consisting of five persons, one
of whom will represent the merchants, one
the millers, one the company and two the
growers of grain, The advisory commitiee
will have no authority in the administration
of the Aet but is to be constituted so that
it can at all times get in touch with the
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board and may be able to exereise quite an
important infleence by avoiding unnecessary
friction. The Canadian Grain Act has a
somewhat similar provision embodied in it.
The Bill provides the machinery to earry out
the works necessary for the conduct of the
hoard’s business. Its relationship with the
Harbour Trust, Railway Department and
other public hodies is specificatly provided
for, and any matter in dispute belween any
of these bodies and of the board is a subject
for determination by the Governor. One
of the most difficult matters to deal with is
the inter-relationship of the board and Bulk
Handling Lid,, and that part of the Bill
which deals with the condunet of the board’s
business has been framed so as to enable
the aetivities of the company to proceed as
stnoothly as possible without any undue
hindraance hy the board. Very little differ-
ence will exist if the provisions of this Bill
beeome law from what is the cxisting prae-
tice at the Fremantle Harbour Trust. The
hoard is to be a warehousing agency only.
It will receive the wheat at the various ports,
cheek it, store it, be responsible for its safe-
keeping and good condition, and deliver the
wheat to the Bulk Handling Co. on presen-
tation of the necessary authority., It will
have nothing whatever to do with the labonr
cmployed in shipping or in stevedoring. It
will have no control over other than its own
employees who are engazed in the warehous-
ing scheme, In connection with the transit
of grain, the Bill lays it down that when a
terminal elevator has been constructed at
any port, all wheat delivered in bulk shall
go through the terminal. There is, however,
a safeguarding provision as regards the
Bulk Handling Co. which should have the
effeet of assuring the Company that it will
be entitled to recover the toll and all charges
prescribed by the Bulk Handling Act, 1935,
before any wheat entrusted by the Company
to the Board is delivered out. While the
operations of the Beard will necessarily for
some vears he concerned with wheat con-
signed for storage, other classes of grains
may be handled.  TFor instance, I am in-
formed that this vear the State will have its
first exportable surplus of barley. The
Board has power to store such grain. The
Bulk Handling Act, 1935, provides that bag-
ged wheat may be carried over the railways
without the asency of Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd., and a further exception is
made in that Aet in favour of a grower in
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respect of 10 per cent. of the marketable
crop. A grower is quite free in respect to
that percentage to transpoert that wheat over
the railways outside the ageney of Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling Ltd. from any country
siding, notwithstanding that a bulk bin has
been installed by the Company at that par-
tienlar siding. This wheat, if it is to be ex-
ported, must be sent direct for storage or
shipment from the terminals, and whereas
in the case of wheat received through the
agency of Co-operative Bulk Handling Litd.
an acknowledgment will be issued, in the
case of wheat received from eny other source
a warrant will be issmed by the Board. So
it will be seen that the Board will
not be entirely dealing with Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. as there are the rights
of other people to be considered in this Bill.
The Bill enunciates the important prineiplo
that the Board is not to show any diseri-
mination or favouritism to any person in
the course of its business. That is a eardi-
nal feature of the Bill. There are many in-
terests involved in the handling of wheat.
and it is important that an independent
authority shall exist at the ports if the
rights of all parties are to be respected.
This has long been the principle embodied
in bulk handling legislation throughout the
world. It is a general principle that the
Board is not to receive any grain which
is unsound or inferior to the lowest grade
then in foree for any particular variety of
grain. So far as the wheat is concerned,
the standards laid down from time to time
under the Bulk Handling Aet, or the regu-
lations thereunder, will be followed in this
Act so that there shall be no elashing; in-
deed the relevant provision expressly states
that regulations in this Act shall be con-
sistent with regulations made under the
Bulk Handling Aet, 1935. So in respeet to
that, there ean be no clashing between Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd. and the
Board to be constituted under this measure.
In order to ensure that inferior wheat be
not sent to the port, or to aveid cenfusion
which might arise by having to hold up
trucks at the terminal, power of inspection
is given to the Board and ifs officers in re-
spect of all wheat in country bins or in
course of transit. At least ome complaint
has been received this year as to the pre-
valence of weevils in wheat. If the power
in this Act is eonferred on the Board and
jts officers, a situation will be avoided
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which is not in the best interests of any
wheatgrower and certainly not in the best
interests of the State. In regard to wheat
received from the Company, there will be
no need, of course, to impose any dockage
when that wheat comes down to the Board
to be binned in the terminal! elevators. All
that the Elevators Board is bound to do is
to see that that wheat is within the stan-
dard, but in respeet to wheat and in regard
to all other grain, such as wheat received
from private persons or grain of a variety
other than wheat, the Board’s duty of re-
eeiving the grain at the elevator is to make
an assessment of its quality, to refuse it if
it be unsound and, if it can be received, to
asgess any dockage necessary, baving re-
gard to the standard fixed. I am referring
there particularly to the grain that comes
from private persons either as the resmlt
of the farmer being able to handle 10 per
cent. of his bulk wheat, or in the form of
bagged wheat sent down. That will be
checked and eclassified by the board. If the
wheat is docked or rejected, the right of
appeal is provided in the Bill to the De-
partment of Agriculture, and that right of
appeal will be similar to that contained in
the Bulk Handling Aet, 1935, under which
the Company is operating to-day. Provi-
sion is made in the Bill for the delivery of
grain, and the relevant provisions follow
the provisions of the Bulk Handling Aect,
1935. As regards bulk wheat received from
the Co-operative Bulk Handling Company,
the Company is eantifled to receive wheat
at the elevators from the Beard of an equi-
valent quality and quantity, subject, how-
ever, to the variations allowed hy the Buik
Handling Aect, 1935, Similar provision is
made with regard to the holders of storage
certificates for grain delivered direct to the
Board by persons other than Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. WWhere the Board is
delivering out wheat which has been re-
eeived direet, and not from the Company,
the Board is obliged to make an adjustment
in respect of any inferiority helow the
standard shown in the assessment of the
storage ecertificate. With rerard to wheat
for shipment, the Shippers’ Delivery Board
will continue to function under the Bulk
Handling Aet, 1935, as I understand that
general satisfaction has been expressed
with the working of this Board. There is,
however, in the Bill a provision that obliges
the charterer of a ship to notify the Grain
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Elevators Board when wheat is required
for shipping, There is in the Bill provision
for prescribing the charges to be made by
the Board for its services, As far as pos-
sible, the principle established is that the
charges shall be uniform throughout the
State. It has been held in this House that
at Fremantle the Fremantle Harbour Trust
would undertake this responsibility. But
there are two objections, and they would
apply enually to the Bunbury Harbour
Trust. One is that neither of these insti-
tutions could raise the money, which would
have to bhe provided by the Government
from Loan allocation by the Loan Couneil.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is & very weak
argument.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If is my
argument, and it is a standard argument,
although it may not agree with the views of
the Leader of the Opposition. This money
is being raised under special provision.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You conld raise it
Just as easily as you raised the momey for
the East Perth power house.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
money came out of Loan. If the Government
were to follow the same system in this in-
stance, we would have o provide £350,000
more. The money spent on the power house
reduced the money available from our Loan
funds.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, it did not.
Treasurer told us all abont it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In this
case we have our own Loan allocation, and
are enabled by authority to raise £350,000
more; s¢ I tell members that if they vote
against this, they will be voting that
£350,000 more shall be spent this year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, you are wrong
there. )

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
our ordinary Loan allocation, and we have
the right by a majority vote of the Loan
Council to raise an additional £350,000 for
this work. Had we not that right we would
not have received one penny more for our
ordinary Loan allocation, Those are the
facts.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Your faets.

The Premier: No, they are the facts about
this matter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let me
point out that in the year 1936-37 New South
Wales received from the Loan Council as
ordinary Loan £6.053,000, while for semi-
Governmental institutions of New South

The
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Wales there was raised that year by the
same authority an amount of £5,549,000.
So there was expended in New South Wales
on the pgeneral programme of works,
£11,602,000. In 1937-38, this present year,
the Government of New South Wales securcd
from the Loan Counecil for their ordinary
programme of works £5,225,000, and in this
same year the semi-Governmental institu-
tions of New South Wales have !rrownd
£6,785,000, or £1,500,000 more than the Gov-
ernment of New South Wales will expend
this year. So New South Wales conld not
have carried out its programme of works bhut
for the separate borrowing powers of its
semi-Governmental institutions. In the
Bill the Board is given power to borrow
by debentures to the cxtent of £350,000.
The Government of this State has an op-
portunity to create a similar institution,
with separate borrowing powers and sepa-
rate responsibilities. Therefore, the woney
will be available for this expenditure, With-
out this authority that money would not be
available, Vietoria has also quite a num-
ber of senu-Government institutions. The
Melbourne Harbour Trust has power to bor-
row up to £4,000,000 and additional power
to horrow money on overdraft. Then there
are the Geelong Harbour Trust, the State
Savings Bank of Victoria, the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works, the Mel-
bourne and Metropolitan Tramway Board,
and the Grain Elevators Board. Vietoria,
in order to ereate a system of bulk handling,
sequred permission to raise money for that
purpose. That is ouiside the ordinary loan
allocation expenditure of the Victorian
Government. The State Electricity Com-
maission of Vietoria has borrowed and spent
millions of pounds. These are all authori-
ties additional to the Government, aunthori-
ties that are able to borrow within their own
powers. By this means these two BStates
have been able to asquire a larger amount
of money available for loans than has been
the ease with Western Ausfralia. Qur com-
plaint always has been that these States have
had two barrels to their gun whereas we
have had only a single barre] to ours,

3Mr, Marshall;: Why ecannot you impress
the Loan Council with these facts?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Loan Council has already been impressed.

Hon. P. Collier;: The Loan Council has
nothing to do with it. The fact is our own
Parliament hax not set up the necessary
statutes,
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The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: When 1
attended the Loan Counecil in April we sue-
ceeded in getting our ordinary loan alloca-
tion. The proposition was put to the Loan
Couneil that this State should be given
anthority to raise £350,000 for the purpose
of providing terminals at the port. That
went to a vote. I do not know that I am
eutitled to say where the opposition came
from, The vote was earried, and the matter
was then sent hack for a second time. That
was very unfair. It was then carvied by a
majority. It was said to he wrong to
allow this principle to be extended. Cer-
tain authorities had their rights and it was
said to be wrong to extend them. The ob-
Jeetion taken was a very unfair one. Any-
way, members of the Loan Couneil said that
in this case thcy would not turn down the
proposal. The vote was put twice and
finally earried. The Loan Council received
a lecture, and the vote was put again and
carried.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Your own Treasurer
raised money for a State steamer, and you
raised money for power house additions.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I may
say that the acting Premier of Vietoria sup-
ported us. It is desirable that the charges
for wheat handling should bhe uniform. I
assume that the handling of wheat at Fre-
mantle, hecanse of its eonvenience, will be
more economical than would be the case with
Bunbury or Geraldton. It would be unfair
to have an authority at Fremantle handling
wheat at low charges, and authorities at
other ports imposing higher charges. The
charges onght to he uniform. If wheat ean
be handled economieally in one place, that
place should not have the advantage hecause
of its natural advantages.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There should be uni-
form railway freights too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One port
will earry the other. It is essential there
should he one anthority to contrel all poris.
That authority will institute a uniform sys-
tem and uniform charges right through, so
that no one body of farmers in one part of
the eountry should be penalised at the ex-
pense of farmers in another part. Unless
that one authority acts for the whole, the
rates cannot be uniform. In one zone which
has very great port disadvantsges the cost
of administration may be heavy eompared
with another port where the natural ad-
vantages are greater and the cost of ad-
ministration much less. The Fremantle
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Harbour Trust conld not raise the money in
question. 1t has not separate borrowing
powers. There would be no means of pro-
viding a uniform charge unless one aunthority
controlled all the terminals at all the ports.
Hon, C. (i, Latham: That story did not
apply to the handling of wheat in bags.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
a very different matter. We provided no
terminals at ports, and there was none of
this proposed ecxpenditure. Bagged wheat
did not require ope penny for this
purpose, Provision is made for pre-
scribing the charges. The board is given
power to raise £350,000 by debentures. The
usuel provisions are contained in the Bill
for vecording the raising of the loan, keep-
ing a register of debentures issued, and
other provisions in such cases. The maxi-
mum term of any debentures that are issued
is 53 years. A sinking fund is provided for
that will be liberal in the circomstances.
In order to keep a check on the financial
operations of the board a special aecount
will he kept at the Treasury. This ought
to satisfy the seruples of some persons. To
keep a check on the board, that will be ap-
pointed for three years, but may be re-
appointed for a further term, the Bill pro-
vides that separate acconnts shall be kept
at the Treasury where all funds and revenues
of the board shall be paid in, and from
which all payments for the carrying on of
the activities of the board shall be made,
Tt will be neeessary for the board to ohtain
financial accommodation from time to time
for its temporary needs in carrying on the
buasiness. For this purpose it is provided
that the Treasurer may advance £75,000 on
overdraft. The Bill also provides that the
board should ho obliged every year to put
up & budget of estimated receipts and ex-
pendifure. This will give Parliament a pro-
per conception of what the board is doing,
and enable Parliament to keep an cye on its
financial aetivities and contro! the institu-
tion. The Bill provides thai the beard in all
its administration will be under the super-
vision of Parliament. It will also be obliged
to have itz accounts andited under the Andit
Act of 1904. These include the general pro-
visions of the Bill. It provides for a satis-
factory system for the provision of terminals
at all ports. It sets up an autherity to make
satisfactory repayments out of moneys ad-
vanced by way of loan. It provides also
for the setting up of the only aunthority thai
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can make uniform charges. This authority
will he associated with no other interast
except the authority of Parliament. It will
not be associated with any other interest.
It will, therefore, be able to deal impartially
with all interests in Western Australia, the
farmers, Bulk Handling Ltd., and the other
interests that are involved in the sale and
di~tribution of our wheat. ¥or these reasons
the Bill should be aceeptable to the House,
I move—

Thut the Bill he now read a second time.

Un motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—FPERTH MUNICIPAL
ADMINISTRATION.

To inquire by Select Committee,

Debate resumed from the 10th November
on the following motion by Mr. Raphael :—

That a seclect eommittee be appointed
to investigate the administration of the health
and building by-laws of the City of Perth with
a view to recommending to this House any
necessary legislative action to remedy the posi-
tion and to prevent any recurrence of its
arising; and also to investigate any other mat-
ters arising out of the administration of the
Municipal Corporations Act by the Perth City
Conneil which may have been carried on ille-
gally or contrary to the public interests.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.43]: I regret
that this matter has not been dealt with
earlier,

Mr. Marshall: You did a good deal to-
wards keeping it to this late stage.

Mr. CROSS: Tt is very timely that we
should have an inquiry into the building
laws of the city as well as those of other
local governing bodies. In the last two
vears the practice has grown up (and this
35 not confined to the metropolitan area)} of
construeting what are known as residential
flats. In many eases this is dome in the
aftempt to dodge the building regulations.
There are numerous instances where indi-
viduals have made application to erect an-
other building on a block of land. The other
night I quoted two cases in Bunbury, but
there are others all over the State. By the
addition of perhaps one other room to a
building already erected on a block of land,
people are able to divide the bujlding into
two residences, and collect two sets of rents.
Tn regard to residential flats, attempts have
been made to erect buildings under that
heading on blocks of land less than a quarter
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of an aere in extent. I made inquirvies with
regard to some such instances. In one case,
I ascertained that the loecal governing auth-
orities concerned had refused permission for
the erection of an additional hounse on the
block, but when it came to a question of
erecting residential flats on that land, the
local authorities had no power to prevent
that course being adopted. Consequently [
think the time is ripe for an inquiry, and
if it be found necessary for loeal governing
authorities to be given additional powers fo
deal with matters such as I have referred to,
the necessary statutory authority should be
provided to prevent such abuses. Inquiries
should be made into the application of
huilding by-laws and regulations, and atten-
tion should be paid to the action of the City
Council in declaring nearly all its territory
to be brick areas. During the last few years,
particularly in the metropolis. wooden houses
have fallen into disfavour. The reason for
that, in my opinion, is that probably the
building by-laws were not strictly enforced,
with the result that abuses crept in and the
shanties erected by speculative builders have
caused people to take exception to that type
of eonstruetion. In some of the other States,
more partieularly in Queensland, a large
perecentage of the houses are constructed of
wood. In Western Australia we have some
of the best building timber in the world, and
there is no reason why, if the building by-
Iaws were complied with, many wooden
houses should not be erected in the metro-
politan area. Their erecfion would not be
detrimental fo the city at all. I trust an
inquiry will be condueted into that aspect of
the problem. In certain parts of the eity
where the houses are practiecally all of wood,
people are prevented from erecting homes of
a similar type because the locality has been
declared a brick area. I regret that mem-
bers did not agree to refer this matter to 2
Royal Commission. We are approaching
the end of the year, and I wunderstand that at
the conclusion of the Parliamentary session
a select committee automatically ceases fo
funetion. In the interests of the issues at
stake, and so that a full investigation may
be carried out, I think it would be betfer,
should members agree to an inquiry being
held, if the select committee were given all
the powers of an honorary Royal Commis-
sion. As T have already mentioned, 1 think
an inquiry inte this partienlar question is
long overdue, and I shall support .he
motion,
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THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
H. Millington—2it. Hawthorn) [3.50] : With
regard to the attitude of the Government in
relation to this matter, I take the view that
it is not the business of Ministers to make
such an inquiry, but rather to determine
whether the eharges made by the member for
Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael) justify an
inquity, and also to consider what powers
are po-sessed hy the City Council. The
powers ot the Government have also been
referred to. There appears to be an impres-
sion that the Government has similar
powers regarding municipalities as it has
with regard to road boards. That is not so.
The member for Vietoria Park during the
course of his speech said—

It is just possible it is the poliey of the

Minister’s senior officers that municipalitiea,
espeeially a powerful mupieipality like the
Perth City Council, should not be interfered
with.
It is as well to tell mewbers just what
power the Government has with regard to
municipalities, whether it he the City of
Perth or any other municipality. Dealing
with appesals, the only appeal to the Min-
ister is provided by Section 296 of the
Munieipal Corporations Act, as amended by
the Municipal Corporations Act Amendment
Act of 1913, which reads—

No block of ground shall be laid out for
building,. and no person shall commence or pro-
ceed with any building thercon, unless and un-
til a plan showing clearly the house or build-
ing or the houses or huildings, proposed to be
built thereon, and the area to be occupied by
cach house or building, and the position of
every privy and drain, and o copy of the speei-
fication have been laid hefore and approved by
the council.

There shall be no appeal under the provis-
ions of Section 333 from the refusal of the
Councii to approve a plan and specifieation
under this section, but any person aggrieved
by the refusal of the eouncil to approve any
such plan or specification may appeal from
such refusal to the Minister, who may uphold,
reverse, or vary the deeision of the ecouncil, and
the order of the Minister shall be binding and
final.

That section also provides for an appeal by
a building owner or other person to the
Bupreme Court or a loeal eonrt against the
refusal by the council to sanetion or other-
wise any notice or order of the council in
connection with a building under Part XV,
of the Aet. Although there is that right of
appeal against a decision of the council, the
departinental records show that only two
snch appeals have been made to the Minister
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in connection with refusals by the Perth City
(‘ouncil to approve of plans of houses or
buildings during the past 15 years, There
was provision under Section 497 of the Act
for an appeal to the Minister regarding the
subdivision of rateable land, but thai was
repealed by the Town Planning Aet of 1928,
a similar provision being inserted in the
latter measure. With regard to special in-
(uiries, there is no provision in the Aet for
the Minister to institute inquiries into any
action or other thing earried out by a muni-
cipal council, except in the event of disputes
between two or more loeal authorities, and
that is dealt with in Section 528. As to
special audits, provision is made under Divi-
sion IV, of Part XXV. of the Act for a
gpecial audit of the aceounts of a muniei-
pality by special auditors appointed by the
Governor. This is done cither at the request
of not less than 50 ratepayers, or of any
credifor or ereditors, or withount such re-
quest. With regard to the resignation of all
or a majority of the councillors of a muni-
cipality, there is no provision under the Act
for the appointment hy the Governor of a
commissioner in the event of all or the
majority of councillors resigning, as is the
position under the Road Distriets Act. If
such a situation arose in a munieipal council,
it wonld be necessary for an extraordinary
election to he held not less than 20 and not
more than 25 clear days after the ocenrrence
of the vacancies. The Perth City Council
has, from time to time, framed compreben-
sive building by-laws in accordance with the
provisions of Section 333 of the Municipal
Corporations Act, but, owing to the advance
in modern building requirements, it was
realised that further powers were necessary.
The council, therefore, made representations
to the department for amendments to the
Act so that it could enlarge on its present
by-laws. That request was made when the
Bill that was being prepared at the time was
under consideration. The position with re-
gard to road hoards is entirely different, and
under Section 30 of the Road Districts Act
of 1919-34 authority iz provided for the
appointment of ecommissioners in certain
circumstances. The departmental experienee
is that over a period of 15 years, there have
beer 11 oceasions when ecommissioners have
had to be appointed, but only in onc instanee
was that course neeessary on account of the
supersession of the road board. The other
10 appointments were oceasioned by the
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resignation of all or a majority of the mem-
hers on account of the domestic differences
of the boards concerned. In the light of
these facts, the suggestion that the Govern-
ment has power to step in with regard to the
non-observance of the health or building by-
laws is erroneous. It is true that the Gov-
ernment has great power with regard to
road hoards, and that power has been exer-
cised from time to time. In these circum-
stances, the suggestion that there has been
remissness on the part of the Government
is not borne out when the aectnal facts are
considered. Turning now to some of the
charges that were made by the member for
Vietoria Park, one related to the evasion of
the building and health by-laws. It may be
argued by the members of the Perth City
Council that they have not the mnecessary
powers to enable them to deal with situs-
tions that arise from time to time. What-
ever may be their powers with regard (o
older buildings, the City councillors un-
deniably have powers regarding new build-
ings. That has been made plain from time
to time when they have withheld building
permits. It must be remembered that no
building can be erected unless City couneil-
lors agree. Charges have been made with
regard to new buildings that have been
erected, for the erection of which permits
were granted. If that is true, then the
Perth City Council must aceept responsibi-
lity for the position, Most decidedly a very
grave charge appeared to have been made
when the member for Vietoria Park alleged
that *“one man or group of men could get
plans passed whether they were eontrary to
the by-laws or not, and could get them
passed with great promptness, while other
good citizens who were prepared to comply
with the by-laws in the letter and in the
spirit met with refusal after refusal” If
that is wo and there is the preferential treat-
ment that was indicated by the hon. member,
then certainly that phase should be inquired
inte. The Perth City Council is a respons-
ible governmental bedy. If it ean be shown
that the council at any time extended prefer-
ential treatment whereby certain builders or
urchiterls were able to get their plans ap-
proved, while others had their planz re-
jected, that will constitute a very grave
charze of preferential and differential treat-
ment. If the charges can be snstained, they
will disclose a position that will justify the
inquiry. 1 do not suggest that the House,

[ASSEMBLY.]

or any member, has the right to say that
a seleet committee appointed by the House
will not conduect an impartial investigation.
I have never yet heard that suggested, other-
wise where would be our Standing Orders?
Members of a sclect committee are chosen
from both sides of the House, evidence is
heard and in open court, too, and the whole
of the proecedings are open to the Press and
S0 are reported.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Nothing of the kind;
vou know that a select committee is not open
to the Press.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, I am not going to suggest that a com-
mittee appointed by this House would not be
unpartial, and I will not even suggest that
the committee will not be composed of mem-
bers who have not had a variety of experi-
ence in loeal government, and indeed other
forms of government. Consequently, they
should be quite capable of conducting the
investigation. With regard to senior officers
not having the power to interfere, there is
no suggestion that they have meted out dif-
ferential treatment. All are certainly out to
do their duty and the committee should he
satisfied that there is no need for inquiry in
that regard. One specific case, however, was
mentioned by the member for Vietoria Park
in respect to the refusal of building permits.
On that subjeet there have heen two ap-
peals in recent (imes, one conducted by a
previous Minister for Works and the other
in my presence only a little while ago. In
the latter case I declared the City Couneil
to be right in the action that was taken, and
upheld the decision given by that body. The
City Council refused a permit to build a
shop on a hlock of land already containing
two other shops. As Minister for Town
Planning, I was not going to reverse the
Couneil’s decision. I would hardly designate
what was proposed as something that might
lead to slum conditions, but I would say that
the conditions that might have followed
would have been undesirable, in that there
would have been overcrowding in a business
area adjacent to a very fine residential area.
Although we have business areas associated
with residentizl areas, it does not follow that
any kind of a shop will de, a lock-up shop
for instance. I consider that the Dbusiness
section should be in conformity with the
residential seetion, and therefore I upheld
the City Counecil's aetion. I understand,
however, that the position is that although
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the City Council has refused certain per-
mits on the ground that what was proposed
would have been undesirable, others have
been granted where the conditions have been
equally bad. If that be the ease, and if it
should mean that some builders, and parti-
cularly some architects, gol permission o
build premises, while permission was refused
to others, then that in itself should warrant
an inquiry. I have no knowledge of the
charges that have been made, and up to date
I have heard merely ex parte statements.

Hon. C. G Latham: Yon heard the
charges that were mads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKSS: Yes, and
if those charges are correct, they disclose a
bad state of affairs as far as the administra-
tion of the building and health by-laws are
concerned. Consequently, in justice to the
City Council, the inquiry should be held. 1
do not propese to comment further on what
has been said exeept to add that since
charges have been made the Government
will not offer any opposition to the appoini-
ment of a select committee.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [6.7]: I
intend to oppose the appointment of a select
committee. When the amendmeni to the
motion was before us, ay to whether the in-
quiry should be conducted by a Royal Com-
misgion or a select committee, I pointed out
that we were setting up a precedent by per-
mitting a member who happened to be als=o
a membher of a semi-governmental institn-
tion, and who in this case had made the
charges against that institution, to be the
Judge in conducting the inquiry. That is
what T object to. T would have no objection
to the seleet committee being appointed pro-
vided that the member for Victoria Park
were not either the ehairman or a member
of the committee. I know that under the
Standing Orders it is not possible to avoid
that, but there should be a way out. I lis-
tened closely to the charges made by the
hon. member and T am convineed that he
would be placed at a disadvantage were he
permitted to have a seat on the select com-
mittee, His position should be not on the
committee itself but to appear bhefore the
committee to substantiate the charges that
he made on the floor of the House, Likewise
he should be present to call witnesses and
to examine and eross-examine them, But
that he should be a member of the commii-
tee and accuser and judge at the same time
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would be getting away from the privileges
and rights of Parliament.

The Minister for Works: There will be
four uther memhers on the committec.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister
knows as well as I dv that there is no minor-
ity report of a select committee, and [ am
surprised at the Minister's Jack of know-
ledge of the Standing Orders. Even a few
minutes ago he said that the proceedings of
the select committee would be open to the
Press. He ought to know that there cannot
be one word published in a newspaper of a
select committer’s proceedings, until that
seleet committee has reported to the House.

Mr. Tonkin: You ean get over that hy a
resolution of the Honse.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Even then T think
it would be necessary to suspend that par-
ticular Standing Order first.  But apart
from all that, is there really a necessity for
such an investigation? Have we not known
of mistakes having been rectified without
Parliament being asked to interveme? T
never remember Parliament having been
asked to appoint a select eommittee to in-
quire into a matter that eould be dealt with
by the Minister, or by somebody appointed
by the Minister, The Minister for Works
set out the departmental point of view, but
I have drawn aftention to the fact that
charges made against the City Council were
also made against the administration of the
Health Aect, and the Minister for Health
infervenced. He has the power to intervene
where there has been any violation of the
Health Act. He has enormous powers if he
desires to exercise them. I have known the
Minister for Health a long time, and T know
also that if the member for Victoria Park
had gone to that Minister and informed him
that certain things were beinz done, the
Minister would not have hesitated to in-
quire into the truth or otherwise of the
charges.  Parlinment has given him very
wide powers, and he has always exercised
them with eare. I have read the reports of
the proceedings of the City Council and in
no instanee have I seen any reference made
to the charges, or anything resembling them,
made in this House hy the member for Vie-
toria Park. If anyoue makes a serious salle-
gation, he should he prepared tn sabstan-
tiate it. 'We know that there is such a thing
as the law of slander or hibel.

Mr. Raphael: T have been threatened
about 40 times.
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Hon. €. G, LATHAM: I do not know to
what extent that law operates, but so long
as 4 man does not make a charge deliber-
ately to injure another person, I do not
think it is slander or libel, that is, if it be
true. Were I to repeat in this House state-
wents that are frequently made to me out-
side about members of the Government, I
would always be in trouble. I have, how-
ever, enough eommon sense to know that you
can take what ix told to you by the man in
the street with a big grain of salt. When-
ever I do hear anything that I think carries
4any semblanee of truth, or that I consider
demands some investigation, ¥ po to the
Minister in eharge of the particular depaxt-
ment and receive from him the consideration
th_at my request deserves. The member for
‘r_'letorin Park would have been wise to act
similarly. He is & young man with man ¥
vears ahead of him, and probably if he exer-
cised a little more eommon sense he would
go a.loug way. Lven at this late moment, the
Minister could teil the House that he himselt
would see that an inquiry was eonducted, be-
cause he has the power to do that. The Min-
ister for Health conld also earry out an
investigation in respeet to charges made
affecting the administration of the Health
Act. The speech made by the member for
Vietoria Park contained very little more
than information that was carried to me six
months ago. The hon. member referred to
premises opposite the residence of an ex-
Lord Mayor. That was told to me. He also
referred to lack of ventilation in residences
within a stone’s throw of Parliament House.
That likewise was related to me. So the
whole of this information

Hon, P. Collier: Has been hawked around.

Hon.C. G.LATHAM: Yes, it was hawked
to him and then fo me, but I refused to
accept second hand information. The mem-
ber for Vietoria Park. however, was appar-
ently glad to accept it and make use of it.
He should have verified it before he relessed
it on the floor of the House, and, as I said
hefore, if there has heen a violation of the
Health Act, he could have gone to the Minis-
ter for Health and that Minister would have
given his attention to it immediately. In-
structions would have heen given to an in-
speetor of health to visit the premises. I
shounld like to ask the hon. member through
vou, Mr, Speaker, whether he did endeavour
to have the premises inspected.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Hou. C. G. LATHAM: I was referring to
the inspection of buildings and the charges
made against the City Council by the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park. One statemeni was
that there were 40 residents in some flats,
and that only one convenicnce was provided
for them. Where flats are constructed it is
expected that up-to-date conveniences will
be provided, and I contend that the hon,
member, as a member of the City Counelil,
had all the power necessary under the
Health Aet to ensure that its provisions were
enforced. I propose to quote some of the
sections that gave him all the power re-
quired without his coming to Parliament and
asking us o supervise work that members of
the City Council are elected to carry out.
The hon. member referred to the obsolete
buildings in the city. There never has been
a city without obsolete buildings. A build-
ing erected to-day will become obsolete in
20 years' time in comparison with the archi-
tecture of that day, and it is very difficult
to keep buildings up-to-date. In spite of the
faet that we might disagree with the ereetion
of flats, they do provide a cheap kind of
residence for people who are unable to pay
higher rents for other places.

Mr. Cross: Do you think that flats are
cheap?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am referring to
obsolete buildings. There are some build-
ings even in the Canning electorate that have
been standing for years, and do not com-
mand the Tent that a new building would.
We may disagree with their continuance,
but if we are everlastingly to be pulling
down those buildings and erecting others,
unless effect is given to the desire of the
Government to introduce legislation and
provide homes for people, it will be im-
possible for many on the basie wage to ind
homes. All the charges that the hon. mem-
her levelled regarding sanitary conveniences
are charges against himself. The City Coun-
cil has all the power necessary, and the hon.
member, as one of the councillors, has all the
power required under the law to take action
if necessary. Some of the more seri-
ous charges he made ineluded one against
a member of the City Council, who, the
hon. member said, used his position as a
member of that body {o get certain plans
passed. If my memory serves me aright,
the hon. member said plans were submitted
to the eouncil and rejected on the ground
that they were not quite suitable, and then
a certain member of the City Couneil, whose
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name was not mentioned, was appointed as
consulting architect, at a salary of £730,
and that the plans were ther approved. It
was a most extraordinary statement to
make, inferring that ome member of the
City Council could influence all the cther
members of the counecil, simply becanse he
had been paid a retaining fee. That re-
calls to mind a statement made by the Min-
ister for Works, by way of interjeetion,
that he could not imagine the member for
Victoria Park having his own way with
four other members of this Honse. Yet the
hon. member wishes us to believe that one
member of the City Council, numbering 24
members in all, had a greater influence than
the other 23, amongst them the member for
Vietoria Park, who does not fail to exert
his influence in this Touse, whatever it
may he worth, at all times. To say that a
conncillor would accept a fee to permit of
an unsuitable building plan being passed
constituted a very serious charge, The hon.
member might disagree with the architect,
but that does not give him the right to come
here and complain. The hon. member re-
ferred to Airways Hounse. There is no need
for us to worry about that. The matter
was decided by the courts of law. A cer-
tain gentleman made a complaint, which
was investigated by the lower court, and
an appeal was lodged to a higher court,
which wupheld the appeal. Consequently
that matter was decided. It is not for this
House to make by-laws for the City Coun-
cil. Tt is the Council’s function, and we have
no right to sopervise its work in that
respeet. If there is justification—and in-
quiry might revepl it—to give the Minis-
ter for Works overriding powers that he
does not possess to-day, I would not objeet
to it, but it wounld be far better to have an
inquiry by a departmental officer to ascer-
tain whether there is any justifieation for
the charges. Another charge made by the
hon. member was that building permits
were granted to some people, and withheld
from others. That might be the position.
If it does happen, I do not know that we
can stop it. The Minister for Works said
application had been made for permission
to erect a building, but that the land was
unsuitable. The member for Vietoria Park,
in one breath, lodges a complaint because
the City Counecil will not grant building
permits for the reason that the area of land
is insnfficient, and in the next breath he
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lays charges because some obsolete building
has notf sufiicient backyard. The hon. mem-
ber cannot have it both ways. I contend
that all the charges made by the hon.
member are such as could be rectified by
the City Counncil. It is not my duty to
point ont to the hon. member the powers
that exist. He must know the laws that are
being administered. References may be
tound in the Municipal Corporations Aet
and also in the Health Act. The Munici-
pal Corporations .Aet provides one over-
riding power in the penultimate section,
namely Seetion 529, which requires coun-
¢ils to furnish returns to Parliament when
directed. The section reads—

If the vouncil refuse or negleet, for the space
of 30 days after being duly required so to do
by the Minister or any person lawtnlly author-
ised by lim on that behalf, to comply with and
obey any decision of the Minister under this
Act, or to furnish accounis or to give and fur-
nish any returns or other information requested
by such Minister in relation to their proceed-
ings under and by virtue of this Act or in com-
pliance with any resolution of either House
of the Parliament asking for the same, it shall
be lawfol for such Minister, on complaint to
him of such default, to cause, by order under
his hand, all or any of the moneys payable or
to become payable to such muniecipality out of
the Consolidated Revenue or or account of the
fees, fines, or penalties which may be payable
to such council, not to be paid until sueh de-
cision has been complied with and obeyed, or
such accounts, returns or other information

aforesaid has been duly furnished to the satis-
faetion of the Minister,

While the Act does not specifically say so,
Section 529 really aunthorises the Minister
to do anything he desires. If Parliament
authorises anything to he done, the coun.
¢il must obey. The member for Victorin
Park must have known that that section
appears in the Act, and his ecourse was to
complain to the Minister. I do not think
there is any Minister who, if a member of
Parliament explained the position to him,
would not attempt to reetify the trouhle
One of the hon. member’s complaints was
about the erection of a building that pro-
jected on the footpath. The hon. member
must have known that Section 309 of the
Munieipal Corporations Aet provides that
no building shall project on any footwax.
Subelause 1 reads—

No building erected after the commence-
ment of the Bailding Act, 1884, shall encroach
or project on or over any street or way, nor

ghail any building whatever which may so en-
croach or project be rebuilt, either wholily or in
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part, except according to a plan to be ap-
proved by the surveyor whereby such building
shall be placed clear of znd without the dis-
tance defined for the breadth of such street
or way,

The section then proceeds to set out the
powers that the hon. member could have
exereised.

Mr, Raphael: Do you want me fo be a
polieeman there, every day of the weck, and
every week of the year?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I do not act in
the role of a schoolmaster in this House, but
the hon. member should know his powers.
He knows why he is elected to represent a
certain section of the e¢ity in the municipal
council, and he ought to earry out what the
Act clearly sets forth. Why did the hon.
member enter the City Council? I do not
think he went there for the glorifieation
offered by the position; he went there to do
justice to the people he represents, and the
maost important duty of all is to see that the
laws of the country are observed, Further,
I wish to refer the hon. member to the
Health Act, under which nearly all his com-
plaints could be rectified. Before tez, when
the Minister for Health was not in his seat,
T said [ felt sure that he would certainly
have seen that the Health Aet was enforced
Lied his attention been drawn to any breach.
[ cannot imagine the Minister doing other-
wise. Scotions 13 and 14 of the Health
Aet provide—

The Commissioner may, from time to time,
hold or order to he held such inquiries or in-
vestigations as he may deem necessary in rela-
tion to any matter concerning public health
in any place, or in relation to the administra-
tion of this Act, and may appoint such public
health official or any other person to conduct
such inquiries or investigations as he may deem
fit.
When an inquiry is dirceted by the Comumis-
sioner to be made, the person authorised to
make the same shall have free access to all
books, plans, maps, decuments and other things
helonging to any local authority or any con-
tractor, and shall have in relation to witnesses
and their examination, and the production of
documents, similar powers to those conferred
upen justices by the .Justices Aet, 1902, and
may enter and inspeet any building, premises
or place, the enfry or inspection whereof it ap-
pears to bim requisite for the purpose of such
inquiry.

That does not apply to public buildings; it
applies generally to the administration of
the Act. Section 34 reads—

(1) Where in the opinion of the Commis-
sioner any Ineal anthority has made defaunlt in
enforcing or carrring out or complying with
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any provisions of or in the exercisc of any
power conferred by this Aect, or any bylaw or
regulation thereunder, or of any order of the
Commissioner, which it is the duty of such
local authority to enforee, carry out, comply
with or exercise, the Commigsioner may make
an order limiting a time for the performance
of the duty of the local authority.

(2) If such duty is not performed within the
time limited in such order, the performance of
such duty wmay be enforeed by writ of manda-
mus, or the Commissioner may appeint some
person to perform such duty, and shall order
that the expenses of performing the same, to-
gether with a reasonable remuneration to the
person appointed for superintending such per-
formance, and amounting to a sum sgpecified in
the order, together with the costs of the pro-
reedings, be paid out of the funds by the local
authority in default; and any order made for
the payment of such expenses and costs may be
removed into the Supreme Court and be en-
forced in the same manner as if the same were
an order of such court,

The remaining sub-secfions set out the
powers. The hon. member evidently thought
there was no power relating to buildings.
Section 122 of the Act, which does not
apply to publie buildings, states—

(1) No building shall, after the ecommence-
ment of thig Act, be erected within any muni-
cipal district unless and until plans and specifi-
cations thercof have, before the commence-
ment of such huilding, been submitted by the
owner or occupier to, and have been approved,
in relation to ventilation, lighting and sani-
tary constractinn, and also as to the area of the
open space appurtenant to such building, by
the local authority.

(2} The Governor may from time to time
declare by proclamation that Subsection (1)
shall apply in any other district or in any por-
tion of any other district, and may at any
time revoke any such proclamation, and while
such declaration remains in foree Subsection
(1) shall apply in such district or portion as
if it were a munieipal distriet.

All that the hon. member had to do when he
found that the health department of the
City Council was not carrying out the law
was to refer to the Commissioner, and the
Commissioner would have had power to
take action if action had been justified.
He would certainly have to make an inquiry.
T know the Minister well enough to say that
he would see inguiry was made. But some
of the charges, I feel sure, when investigated
will not be substantiated. The mover seems
to have a grievance against some officers of
the Perth City Council. He is not able to
deal with them under the powers he has in
the Town Hall, because he has not the back-
ing. T think it utterly wrong for any mem-
ber of the Chamber to bring forward here
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cxtrancous matter which has nothing at all
to do with the House, cxeept that the House
is required fo sec that the Minister carries
out the law. I would not hesitate, if T had
oceasion, to ventilate a valid complaint; but
up to date I have found no occasion to do so.
If the reasons given by the hon, member are
the only reasons for his motion, I say it is
an improper motion. I hope the 1inister
will alter his mind as regards snpporting the
motion. We have certain rights and privi-
leges, but we do not deal with frivolous eom-
plaints. It is not our responsibility to do
30. Wa have a right to rectify wrongs, but
a3 regards the Perth City Council I have not
vebt heard of anything which eannot be reeti-
fied in the proper constitutional manner.
Every half-year under the Municipal Cor-
porations Aet, there must be a meeting of
ratepayers. Hns the member for Victoria
Park ever attended a meeting of ratepayers
and ventilated his grievances there? Has
he ever charged the Lord Mayor and the
conncillors with refusing to earry out the
law? Has he ever made a complaint that
the Health Act has been flonted? 1 believe
the hon. member has never attended a meet-
ing of ratepayers. I have attended some of
those meetings, and have never seen him
there.

Mr. Raphael: T have never seen you at a
meeting yet.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Sparscly attended
ncetings of ratepayers are gencrally an indi-
cation of satisfaction. At a recent meeting
of ratepayers, no fewer than 600 persons
turned up. In that instance there must have
been some ground for complaint. If rate-
payers are satisfied, they let things go on
emietly, The motion represents not only a
charge against the Perth City Council, but
also a charge against the Government of the
State, and I objeet te it. There is no
justification for bringing any such charge
against the Government, which sees to
it that the laws relating to local authori-
tics are observed. The last point I have to
make is that the motion is wrong in prin-
ciple. 1t is against British justice to allow
an hon. member to come to this House, lay
charges, and then sit in judgment. The hon.
member, by usage and ¢ustom of this Cham-
ber, would be chairman of the seleect com-
mittee. T hope the hon. member will refuse
the ehairmanship of the committes, if it is
appointed, Then, if he desires to call evi-
denee, let him do so. I hope the members of
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the seleet committec will give whoever so
desires, the opportunity to bring forward all
the evidenee necessary, I helieve the House
will probably agree to appoint a seleet ecom-
mittee, though in my opinion fo do so will
be wrong. 1f a committee is appointed, I
sineerelv hope that the charges will be
thoroughly investizated. I know that the
Perth City Couneil is unt perfect. No sach
hody composed of humen beings can be per-

feet. I trust this will be the last time the
hon. member will bring forward such
charges. He has introduced into this Cham-

ber something that has not been introduced
into it ever sinee I have been a member.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [7.50]:
I have found great diffieulty in c¢oming to
a conclusion as to what are the duties of
members in a matter of this kind. The
mover of the motion has in ome or two
cases made obarges that reflect seriously
upon the Perth City Council and also on
people who are employed by that body, as
well as to a certain extent upon other mem-
bers of the City Council. In the ordinary
way, I should say, the House ought not to be
concerned with such matters.  The Perth
City Council is a loeal governing authority,
and Parliament by statute has delegated cer-
tain governing powers to the counecil and to
other local governing bodies throughout the
State; and they are responsible for the con-
duct of affairs placed under their jurisdie-
tion. Beyond the members who are elected
to control these governing hodies are, as the
Leader of the Opposition has pointed out,
the ratepayers. The ratepayers are required
to be called together twice a year in order

.to supervise the work of their representa-

tives. So the matter appears to be one
which should nof come inbo the domain of
Parliament at afl. It is a matter of internal
government, it is a domestic matter for the
particular ecorporation concerned.  The
Leader of the Opposition, in his highly in-
formative speech which I am glad to have
heard, has pointed out that wide powers are
possessed by other anthorities which can be
moved by those who are interested, and
which ean excreise drastic remedies for any
wbuses which may arise. If this were a
motion merely for an inquiry into whether
certain legislative alterations were necessary,
and if it were supported by responsible
people who said that the time had eome
to overhaul the Aet, or if there were some
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body of leeal councillors or some strong borly
of ratepayers or of publie opinion which re-
quested Parliament to give some considera-
tion to defects in the local governing law,
then it might well be a matter for a seleci
committee. But in this proposed inguiry ave
also certain charges of a serious nainve
which refleet upon offiecrs such as the Build-
ing Surveyor and possibly the Town Clerk,
and others who are discharging dnties for
the corporation. Those men particularly ave
placed in a difficult position. If thev have
been guilty of derelietion of duty, possibly
they may lose their positions—positions
which they may have occupied for decades.
Those are matters that ave the job of the
corporation itself. If employees are not
doing their work properly, it is in the cor-
poration’s power to reprimand them or dis-
miss them. It is a clear streteching of the
duty of Parliament to sit even as a select
committee and decide whether or not em-
ployees of corporations are discharging their
duties. Tt is going 4 long way beyond our
proper function as & body representing the
State and concerned in legislation for fac
State. There is a further aspect, and that
is that in so far as some suggestion has been
‘made of a serious nature, these matters
amount to this. If they are offences against
the law, the people concerned are entitled
to be tried by the ordinary tribunals in the
same way 8§ any member of the publie. They
are entitled to neither more nor lesa If
they are tried by the ordinary tribunais,
they are tried according to the procedure
and the evidence laid down by Act of Par-
liament, in just the same way as any person
who is charged with an offence is centitled
to be tried according to the law of the land.
On the other hand, a sclect committee, when
it comes to try the suggested offences, if thoy
are offences, is not in the proper position
to conduct such an inquiry. A seleet com-
miftee does not pretend to be fully convers-
ant with the laws of evidence and of pro-
cedure, and those other details which enter
into the cases of persons who are being
tried to determine whether or not they are
guilty of an offence. So if there has peen
any wrong-doing, then some member of the
City Council, or the City Council itself, can
frame the matter in the vrdinary way fo be
dealt with by the ordinary tribunals, When
it comes to a select committee sitting as an
adjudicating body on offences, if they
amount to that, or on derelictions of duty,
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then I agree with what the Leader of the
Opposition said, that such a body is not s
tdeal body. 1 do not eare whether it is the
member for Vietoria Park or any other
member who, in the ovdinary ecourse of
events, lays the charges before this 1{ouse
and then bezomes the chairman of the select
committee.  As that ebairnnan, if the com-
mittee is equally divided, he has the casting
vote. If the other members of the eommittee
are equally divided, then the decision of
the seleet committee goes in aceordance
with the chairman's casting vote. That is
placing him or any other member who brings
charges before the House, in what I call an
invidious pesition. It is not only invidicus
50 far as he is concetrned, but also as regards
the people who appear before the seleet
committen and whose reputation or position
or emplovment or futare may be in the
hands of the select committee.

Mr. Raphael: You do not know very much
ahout the Aet regulating select committees,

Mr, MeDOXALD: T think I know just as
mueh ahout seleet commiltees as the mover
of the motion knows,

Mr, Raphael: No, you don’t!

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

AMr, MeDONALD: The rules governing
seleet committees say that the chairman
shall have only a casting vote.

Mr. Raphael: Then why do yon not speak
on those lines?

Mr. MeDONALD: I said perfectly clearly
that if there were two votes on one side
and two on the other side the echairman
would have a easting vote, and that aceord-
ing to his easting vote the report of the sel-
vet committec would go; beecause, as the
Teader of the Opposition has pointed out,
there is no minority report. There is one
veport, which is deecided, in the event of
vquality voting, according to the vote of the
chairman, who is also the mover. On that
easting vote the veport is put before the
House, and that is the rveport of the select
committee. TUnder our procedure there is
no way by which simultancously, or as part
of the select committee’s report, there can
he a dissenting report. The only way, as
the m=mher for Vietoria Park knows, is for
members of the seleet committee who do not
agree with the veport to get up in the House
and make speeches. T have felt verv
troubled because T have heard these charge-.
The charges have been made pablie. There-
fore I doubt whether it is not the duty of
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Parliament to alford the people concerned
an opportunity of replying before a tribu-
nal, Nevertheless, [ say that on the whole
I prefer to see this motion rejected and the
members of the City Council, if they feel
there has heen any dereliction of duty, left
to solve their own affairs and come to their
own conclusion on a domestic internal mat-
ter. Tn other words, let them assume their
own responsibility and not try to pass it on
to this House.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.59]: T regret
that I find myself in a position where I am
unable to support the motion.

Mr. Haphael: On a point of order. I
think' the hon. member has already spoken
on the motion on a previons oceasion when
it was before the House.

Mr., SPEAKER: The member for Swan
spoke on the amendment. I have before me
a list of all members who have spoken on
the motion.

Mr. SAMPSON: One reason why I am
opposed to the motion is that it seems to
make a definite charge against the members
of the Perth City Couneil, the Lord Mayor,
and the officers, I have a gweat respeet for
our Perth City Council and, as a result of
my own investigations, I know that at least
one of the statements made by the memher
for Victoria Park is an exaggeration. T
refer to the case of the house next door to
that of the ex-Lord Mayor.

Mr. Raphael: The hon. member told us
about that the other night,

Mr. SAMPSON: T did, and I would like
to say another word or two in reference to
it, One of the places referred to is an
apartment house carried on by a widow. I
went through it and was impressed by its
cleanliness. Unfortunately the widow was
ill at the time, and I did not see her. But
someonc showed me through. There are
preople on whom an unkind reference in a
newspaper has a bad effect. I do not know
whether the reference to this house had that
eflect on the lady coneerncd, but it may have
been so. At all events she was sick in bed
when I called.

Mr. Raphael: She must have known yon
were coming.

Mr, SAMPSON: She may have feared
some more exaggerated statements. An un-
fair attitude has been taken up by the mem-
ber for Vietorin Park in regard to this
makter. If the hon. member cannot convince
his fellow members of the Perth City Coun-
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cil the failure is his, and if he fails to in-
finence them it becomes his duty, since the
City Council is not a party organisation, to
support the majority. He should have done
s0. I have no desire to discourage the hon.
member when I think he is right, but in
this case—

Mr., Raphael: It is so rarcly that you
think he is right,

Mr. SAMPSOX: —T think he is definitely
wrong, and he wonld be showing good taste
and judgment if, with permission of the
House, he withdrew the motion.

Mr. Raphael: T will do so now that you
have suggested it; as soon as you sit down.

Mr., SAMPSOX: If the hon. mem-
her would really promise to withdraw i
I wounld sit down at once. I do
not find myself in a position to sup-
port the view of one disgruntled member
of the Perth City Counecil, and Parlia-
ment would be wrong in doing so. There
may be other members of this House who
are nol quite satisfied with the Perth City
Couneil, but I have never heard anyone ex-
cept the hon. member for Vietorin Park say
so. There may he members of the City
Council not quite satisfied with this House,
but they have the good taste, if such is the
case, to keep it to themselves. The hon.
member has shown a wrong coneeption of
his daties in bringing troubles from another
organisation of which he is a member to
this House. I therefore propose to vote
against the motion if it is put to the vote,
but I suggest to the hon. member that, in
his own interests, he withdraw it with the
consent of the House.

MR. TONKIN (North-Fast Fremantle)
[84]: Some members opposite are taking
ap a most extraordinary attitude. A few
nights ago we had arguments from them as
to why this matter should be the subject of
an inquiry by a Royal Commission. We
were told that such grave charges were made
that the matter should be eleared up, that
it could not satisfactorily be cleared up by
a select committee and that a Royal Com-
mission shonld be appointed. The House
decided against the appointment of a
Roval Commission. Now hon. members who
previously advocated the appoiniment of a
Royal Commission are trying to tell mem-
bers of this House that no inquiry is neces-
sary at all. They prefer nof to have an in-
quiry rather than to have an inquiry by a
seleet committee. I Bnd that argument diffi-
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eult to follow. The member for Vietoria
Park (Mr. Raphael) made serious charges
against the administration of the Perth City
Council. The Leader of the Opposition
said that certain information used by the
member for Vietorin Park was submitted to
bim by some person some months ago. That
only proves that the member for Victoria
Park is more alive to the public welfare
than is the Leader of the Opposition, because
the Leader of the Opposition, having had
these facts brought to his notice, did nething
further in the matter at all.

Hon. C. . Latham: T was not Minister
for Health,

Mr. TONKIN: You made no protest.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T told him to make
use of the informatiton available to him.

Mr. TONKIN: The member for Vietoria
Park apparently listened to what was told
him and went further by verifying quite a
number of the statements made. He told
this House so, and the information he gave
the House is sufficient to warrant his mov-
ing for the apointment of a select eommittee.
Seceing that Parliament has decided against
the appointment of a Royal Commission the
matter should not be left in the air; it should
be cleared up, and the appointment of a
select committee will go a long way towards
having it cleared up. I am thercfore going
to support the motion.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park—in
reply} [8.7]: There is not & great deal to
reply to in the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition, the member for West Perth
(Mv. McDonald) and the member for Swan
{Mr. Sampson). The Leader of the Oppo-
sition stated that the public was not ad-
mitted

Hon. C. &. Latham: I never said anything
of the sort,

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member said
members of the public were not admitted to
an inquiry by o select committec. Standing
Order 349 relating fo select committecs
says—

When a committe is cxamining witnesses
strangers may be admitfed, but shall be ex-
cluded at the request of any memher, or at the
diseretion of the chairman of the committee,
and shall always be exeluded when the commit-
tee is deliberating.

So our Standing Orders say that the pnblic
may he admitted. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition said that the information I supplied
had heen hawked to him and he had ad-
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vised the person who hawked it, that is, ihe
Town Planning Commissioner—though he
did not take the trouble to mention his name
—to make use of it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Read Standing Order
352,

Mr. RAPHAEL: This information was
not given to me months ago but years ago.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Then why did yon
not use it hefore?

Mr. RAPHAEL: It was given to me years
ago and I have been from time to time ob-

taining information and building up my
case.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Youn are a slow
mover.

Mr, RAPHAEL: That ease has been
more than built up by the aection of the
Perth City Council the other day when it
refused to purehase that truck.

Hon. C. G. Latham: This is new matter,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The couneillor con-
cerncd had the casting vote as to whether
the truck of which he was the agent in this
State should be purchased. But that order
was cancelled and a different type of truck
was hought. However, I do not want to
deal further with that, I want, if I am in
order, to read a couple of letters I have re-
ceived.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not allowed to introdnece new matter.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not think it is
new matter, The letters came from indi-
viduals and organisations which have sup-
ported me in the attempt I have made to
set right wrongs existing in this State. The
Leader of the Opposition advised the Town
Planning Commissioner what to do. The
only thing the Commissioner c¢ould do waa
to become a publie informer. In respect to
every wrong the City Councii had perpe-
trated he would have to take it to the
ecourts and fight the case with his own
money. The Leader of the Opposition sng-
grests that I should take to the court every
wrong deeision made by the couneil, the
case of any councillor having abused his
prevogative as a councillor, the ease of any
building erected contrary to the by-laws,
or the wrongful abuse of eouncil material
and other such wrongs, thus becoming a
public informer and standing up to law-
vers’ costs myself.

Hon, C. (i, Latham: Are you not a pub-
lie informer now?
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Mr, RAPHAEL: My financial position is
not as strong as that ot the Leader of the
Opposition, I am not the possessor of
numerous farms and the salary of the
Leader of the Opposition, and my limited
means do not allow me to do that. His
may. 1 would far sooner bave seen him do
the job. He has made the statement that
my allegations are against the Government.
If they were against the Clovernmeni—but
they are not—they would be just as much
against him because he is an ex-Minister
for Health, and the same things that dre
taking place now took place when he was
Minister for Health,

Hon. C. G. Latham: They were not
brought under my notice.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Judging from the
speech the Leader of the Opposition made
and the knowledge he must have had of the
Act, one concludes that he was aware of
whal was going on hut he did not give the
Howse the knowledge he possessed. If an
inquiry should take plaee perhaps the ad-
ministration of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion when he was Minister for Health will
come under examination as well. Perhaps
that is the position of the hon. gentleman.
Perhaps the investigations will go deeply
enough to lead to recommendations being
made as a resnlt of his not having done
the joh for which be was receiving a pub-
lie salary of £30 a week.

Hon. C. G. Latham: So that is what yon
are doing; trying to harass me ont of pub-
lie life!

Mr. RAPHAEL: T cannot do that. The
hon. gentleman gets too many votes from
the ladies at the doors.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member need
not discuss the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The ILeader of the
Opposition has had this information, but
he has had no sense of publie duty at all.
He must have known about these com-
plaints when he was Minister, and if he had
earried ont his job as he should have done
some action would have been taken years
ago. The member for Swan, when he made
his investigations, wanted me to take him
to certain places he was not game to go to
himself. I refused. I said, ‘‘If you want
to see them, go down yourself.” By his
remarks I judge that the hon. member had
not the pluek fo go to thoese hounses to get
the information he should have got. As a
memher of Parliament and a man intending
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t¢ oppose this select committee he should
have gone, not to one of the houses, but
uround the back streets where he would
have had an opportunity to clean up the
conditions existing there.

My, Sampson: Perhaps you are wrong.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Well, I hope the hom.
member has not been to those places on his
own. The Leader of the Opposition sug-
gested that some of the houses to whieh I
have referred are places which have become
antiquated and out of date after the lapse
of 20 years. My investigations did not
lead me to honses 20 years old. They led
me into the backs of coffee palaces in Stir-
ling-street and James-street and Brisbane-
street and other streets where rooms 8ft.
by Gft. have been let for the purpose of
living accommodation, Those places at
one time were stables and washhouses
and other sueh Dboildings, and had
been converted into living accommodation.
Since I sugpgested the inguiry I have in-
spected those places agnin. The buildings
nre still there, but I found that in many in-
stances the inmates had gone. If this sug-
gestion has done no more than bring about
that improvement, it will not have been in
vain. But I do not wish to sce that elean-up
take place for two or three months only.
I want to see that if the Government has
not already given the City Counecil the
necessary legislation to carry out its job,
or if it has not been provided with sufficient
new regulations this session, it will have far
more power than it previously had, But T
am of opinion that the seleet committee wil)
probe more deeply than would the Minister
or his officers, and that as a result the neces-
sary legislation will be given to the City
Couneil, I do not think the Leader of the
Opposition was true in his deelaration of
dishonesty of purpose actuating my motion,
The member for West Perth (Mr
McDonald) also scemed to hold a similar
opinion. Aectnally, I do not care very much
whether it be a Royal Commission or a sei-
ect committee that is granted. I approached
the Premier on the matter. But it is not
that every member of Parliament who was
ever granted a seleet committee merely
wot up in the House and said, “I think so
and so is the case and T want a select ¢om-
mittee appointed.” Aetually, he has been
asked to formulate and prove his charges.
I spent months preparing my case, and I
came fo the House and put forward that
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cage. 1IF I liad not proved my case 1 would
not have had any cbhance of getting the sel-
eet coramittee. I did the thing in a counstitu-
tional manner. Actually [ wasted weeks of.
time in proving my case, and the only re-
ward T get from the member for West Perth
and the Leader of the Opposition is a refer-
ence to “filthy allegations”” That was the
sum tolal of their remarks. Also it wa=
said that no maiter what took place, the
select committee’s Teport was going to he
“erook.” Those allegations were there, as
“Hansard” ean prove. Tt is a reflection on
the mentality of those who will coustitute
the sclect committee. I do not think for a
moment that T eould persnade any member
of this House to do what would be wrong.
I am not like the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for West Perth; I have
not their thought for the lowness of men-
talty of members of this House; I could
not believe that they would do a “erook”
thing at my request. Rather do Y think that
they have minds of their own, and that the
members of the select committee will bring
before the House a true report. In conelu-
sion, T hope the House will agree to the
appointment of a select committee. Nothing
can go wrong with it. The allegations T
have made can be investigated and a true re-
port brought before the House. Also an
opportunity fo clear their character can he
given to those against whom I have made
charges.
. Question put and passed.

Point of Order.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I ask you, Sir,
whether under Standing Order 334 the
member for Vietorin Park can take a seat
on the select committee. Standing Order
334 reads as follows:—

No member shall ait as a sclect committee
who shall he personally intercsted in the in-
quiry hefore suel committee.

I suggest to you, Sir, that the hon. member
is interested in the inquiry, inasmuch as he
is & member of the City Council. Moreover,
in the second place. he has made himself the
complainant in this House. So I contend
tkat under Standing Order 334 the hon.
member cannot cecupy a scat on the select
committee. I ask your ruling, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: I do not agree with the
views of the Leader of the Opposition. We
have nof had a scleet eammittee appointed
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in this House the mover for which was not
interesied in the ¢uestion to he referred to
the select committee. If it were otherwise,
the member who moved for the sclect com-
mitter would not have moved for il.

Hon. (. G. Latham: But the member for
Victoria Park is also a member of the City
Couneil.,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. meiaber has asked
for a ruting, and I am giving it. Also m
the eleventh edition of “Mayv" it is set out
that “interested” means “having a pecuni-
a% interest,”  That is the usnal praetice of
the Housr of Commons. My ruling is that
the memher for Vietoria Park is qualified to
sit on the select commitice,

Seleet Commitiep A ppointed.

Ballot taken and a committer appomnted
consisting of AMiss Holman and  Messrs.
Hughes, McDonald, Sleeman and the mover.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Before moving to nb-
tain power for the seleet committee to eall
for persons and papers, ete,, T should like
to know, Mr. Speaker, whether the sclect
committer requires to get authority to leave
the preeinets of the House in order to oh-
tain the necessary evidence.

Mr. SPEAKER: So long as the sclect
committee is not taking evidenee away from
the preeinets of the House!

Mr. RAPHAEL: T{ may be neecssary to
do that,

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 343
zives the select committee power to do that,
but the hon. member must move to that
effect.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T move—

That the seleet committee has power to call
for persons and papers, to sit on days over
which the Ilouse stands adjourned, to ndjourn
from place to place, and to report on the 14th
Lecember.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘“to adjourn from place to
plare’’ be struek cut,
This is a matter that affects only that terri-
tory within the eity boundaries, and ean
have no effect outside them. The Govern-
ment should not allow this. The hon. mem-
her could take his committee to Kalgoorlir,
or any other place. There is no neecessity
for that. XNeither do T expecet the seleet
eommittee to take its staff all arcund the
eitv. It has always been the custom for
evidenee to be brought here.
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Mr, LAMBERT: Whilst T am prepared
to assist the member for Vietoria Park, I
think this is rather a dangerous procedure.
This ¢uestion involves only the metropolitan
area. There 1s also the matter of expendi-
ture in connection with the inquiry. In the
case of a select committee that was sitting
the other day, a certain person was called
to give evidence, but under Standing Orders
it was not permissible for me as chairman to
pass the expenditure, We made certain in-
quiries, and then sunmnoned witnesses to
give evidence, This committee could do the
same. If the sclect cominittee had the right
to take evidence here, there and everywhere,
this might run into a lot of money, and the
committee might not achieve its desires.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - . .. 16
Noes . .. oo 24

Majority against .. 8

Avea,
Mr. Boyle Mr. McLarty
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Patrick
Mr. Hill Mr. Sampaon
Mr. Lambeart Mr. Thorh
Mr. Latham Mr. Warner
Mr. Manp Mr, Walta
Mr. McDonald Mr. Doney
(Tellor.y
Noes,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Raphael
Mr. Crors Mr. Rodoreds
Mr. Doust Mr. Sbearn
Mr. Fox Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hawhe Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hegney Mr. Styants
Misrs Holman Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Hughes Mr. Troy
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. Millington Mr. Wise
Mr, Mninsig Mr. Withera
Mr. Nortb Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negafived.
Question put and passed.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.
As to postponement.

Order of the Day read for the second read-
ing of the Loan Bill.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [8.45]): I
move—

Tlat consideration of Orders of the Day 3
to 37 inclusive he postponed.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I second the
motion.,
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Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 16
Noes .. .. .. 23
Majority against .. 7
AYgS.
Mr. Boyle ir, Mclarty
Mrs, vardell-Uliver Mr. North
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Patrich
Mr. Hill Mr, Sampson
Mr. Hughes Mr. Thorc
Mr. Latham Mr, Warner
Mr. Mann Mr, Watls
Mr. MeDonald Mr. Doney
{Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Coverlex Mr. Rapbael
Mr,. Croas Mr. Rodoredn
Mr. Doust Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Fox Mr. B C, L. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Styants
Mr. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Misa Holman Mr. Trov
Mr. Lambert AMre, Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wiss
Mr, Millingron Mr. Withers
Mr. Munale Mr. Wilson
Me. Nutsen (Teller.)
PAIRS.
AVES, Noe«.
Mr. Stuhhs Mr. Needham
Mr. Welsh Mr. Johnsoen

Question thus negatived.

BILL—LOAN £1,227,000,
Message,
Message from the TLient.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending approprin-
tion for the purposc of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
{Hon. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [9.48]
in moving the second reading said: This Bill
is to give anthority for the raising of money
fo carry on our works programme for the
current year, and to make further advaneces
to the Revenne Fund to meet the aceumu-
lated deficit. At the 30th June this year,
the accumulated deficit was £3,599,351, and
the estimated deficit of £128,855 for the eur-
rent financial year will make a probable
accumulated deficit of £35,728,206 at the
30th June, 1938. Previous Loan Acts have
authorised advances to the Revenue Fund up
to £5,473,000, leaving £255,206 still to be
authorised. The £250,000 asked for this
vear will be just ahout sulieient to make
up the difference. 1t appears that there is
certain misunderstanding among some mem-
bers in regard o the accumulated deficit,
and I think it mighi be desirable if T were
to endeavour to clear up the position. The
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whole of the amount representing the defieit
at the 30th June last, namely, £5,599,351,
has been financed by the Commonwealth
Bank on the sceunrity of short term Treasury
bitls. Unfortunately, in the earlier depres-
sion years, when the defieits were large, Pax-
liament's authority for the total amounts
advaneed was not obfained, with the result
that the amount of loan moneys advanced
to revenue was much greater than the
amoun{ authorised. In times of depression
when Treasurers had to face defivits, they
were unable to determine the extent to which
those dcficits would amount. The position
was met by advances from loan to revenue.
It can easily be seen how, in those eireum-
stances, we drifted behind with our loan
authorisations,. by that method of advanc-
ing from loan to revenue. We have
gradually overtaken the position until at the
end of June last this difference was £126,351,
and it is now proposed bo seek authority
to advance this sum, plus the estimated
deficit for this year which is expected to be
£128,855. With the exception of this year's
estimated deficit, the moneys have already
been advanced and used for the puvposcs
of the Consolidated Revetine Fund, and the
authorising of the advance now does not
make any more moncy available for revenue
purposes or increase the accumulated deficit.
In the meantime, the question of fundiug
the short term debt into long term debt still
remains 4o be scttled. When introdueing
the Budget, I ountlined the difficulties of fin-
_Ancing the requisite sinking fund of £4 per
cent, per annum if the debt were funded,
and all that can be said now is that Ehis
problem is one whigh is reeeiving the earn-
est . eonsideration of the Loan Council.
Whlle the Government pays two per cent.
on the Treasury bills that have been ad-
vanced by the Commonwealth Bank for lin-
a.ncmg.the deficit, if deficits continue to be
the rule instead of the cxeeption, the time
will soon eome when the opportunity to fin-
ance deficits with Treasury bills will not
occur. At that stage upless the Loan Coun-
cil otherwise defermines we shall have to
face the position as outlined in the Finan-
cial Agreement and contribute four per cent.
as a sinking fund on acecount of future
deficits, The amount required for works,
as set out in the First Schedule, is £977,009,
and for deficit purposes, £250,000, makine
a-total of £1,227,000. The authority granted
by last year’s Loan Act was £3,212,000,
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being £2,412,000 for works and £800,000 for
deficit. The upexpended balances of pre-
vious authorisations for loan works total
£2908,923, and the £977,000 asked for in
the Bill will increase this to £3,885,923. The
proposed expenditure on works for the eur-
rent year, as defailed in the Loan Estimates
recently before the House, is £2,241,427, in-
cluding £57528 charged to Loan Suspense
Account last year, and this will leave an
unexpended Dbalanece of authority of
£1,644,496, which should enable us to carry
on until the 31st December, 1938, The posi-
tion of each authority is indieated in
pages 6 to 33 of the Loan Estimates.
Eaeh of the items in the Bill has been re-
sponded fo in the Loan Estimates, and no
new prineiple is introduced. Portion of
loan requirements for the year will be
raised locally by the invesiment in Gov-
ernment securities of funds held by govern-
mental and semi-governmental institutions,
and by louns from the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Bank, as provided by the Savings
Bank Transfer Act. The remainder will,
as usual, be raised by the Commonwealth
on terms and conditions to be fixed by the
Loan Couneil. Two loans were again raised
by the Commonwealth during the financial
year ended the 30th June last. Both were
for £7,300,000, the first being placed on the
market in November, 1936, and the second
in April, 1937. The November loan was
issned at £97 10s., the rate of interest being
3% per cent., and the term 15 years. Our
share was £1,274,270, the net proceeds being
£1,232,902, the balance being taken up by
discounts, £31,857, and expenses, £9,511,
The April Loan was floated at £99 5s., with
interest at 3% per cent. and a term of 11
vears, OQur share on that oceasion was
£1,406,000, of which disecount accounted for
£10,543, and expenses, £11,621, leaving nef
proceeds of £1,383,834, In addition, we
raised £250,060 locally, and stock to the
value of £53,200 was issued in London to
finance progress payvments due on the con-
struction of the new ship for the State
Steamship Serviee. The gradual rising of
interest rates on Commonwealth loans,
which had been taking place since 1934,
was arrested in the early part of this year,
and the loan floated last April was on
slightly better terms to the Government
than the preceding one. The bond market
has further strengthened during the past
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few weeks, and the new loan to be raised
will be on still more favourable terms. The
gross Public Debt on the 30th June, 1937,
was £92,332,855. This includes short-term
debt in London, and Australia amounting
to—

£
London 2,908,014
Australia 35,425,000
£8,323,01¢

The position of our total flotations and re-
demptions as at the 30th June, 1937, was as
follows:—

Overgeas. Aush-'gn.Ua. Totfl.
Flotatlons ... 60,880,055 48,870,470 109,560,425
Redempiions 14,372,876 2,854,604 17,227,670
Ba.lsnce in Circula-
ton .., . £46,817,076 £46,016,976 £92,352,8556

Sinking Fund amounted to £645,905, leav-
ing a net debt of £91,686,950—an increase
of £1,912,079 on the previous year. The
Second and Third Schedules authorise the
reappropriation of eertain moneys which
are not required for the purposes for
which they were originally authorised.
Members will no doubt have observed that a
loan has to-day been placed wupon the
market for the purpose of meeting the pro-
grammmes for this year, as agreed to by the
Loan Counecil. The loan will be underwrit-
ten by the Commonwealth Bank. It will be
for £8,000,000 at an issue price of £99 15s.
with interest at 334 per gent. The maturity
date will be the 15th November, 1951 and
the average yield over fourteen years will
be £3 15s. 6d. The loan reflects the recent
improvement in the market for Government
stocks, and the yield of £3 15s. 6d. is the
lowest since the loan of November, 1935,
which was approximately the same. The
following are the yields of loans sinee
floated :—

£ s d.
June, 1936 V. 317 6
November, 1936 .. 319 4
April, 1937 319 1

It is very pleasmg to note that not only has
the trend of increase in the rates been ar-
rested, bui that an improvement of 3s. 7d. per
cent. has heen made possible sinece the issue
of the last loan.
dication that interest rates will return to the
low level of November, 1934, when the effec-
tive rate was £3 0s. 5d., and that the big con-
version to be undertaken next year will be
nffected on much better terms than at pre-
sent. As the loan has heen underwritien

1 trust that this is an in- »
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by the Commonwealth Bank, there is no
doubt that {he Governments w1ll reccive the
money, but in the interests of .Australian
finance it is highly desirable that it should
be folly subseribed by the publie. I take
this opportunity of commending the loan to
investors as an attractive and desirable
avenue for placing their money. With re-
gard to the large conversion that will take
rlace mext year, I hope that with the
Hloating of this lean we shall return to an
cra of cheaper money. Twelve months ago
it looked, when the loan was floated at just
under four per cent., that we would have to
pay four per eent. interest. The prospect:
regavding this loan, which has been under-
written by the Commonwealth Bank, is that
the average rate will be £3 15s. 6d. A&
about this time next vear we shall be carry-
ing out our biggest conversion loan. Well
over £60,000,000 will be converted, and if
Lhe interest rate is maintained at the present:
trend it will mean a very big saving to the
people. It is very satisfactory to find that.
now, within 12 months of effecting that con-
version, the interest rate is being maintained
definitely towards 2 downward trend. So
that if we cffect the converston next year at:
3% per cent. it ean he ealeulated what that
will mean to the people of Australia.

Mr. Rodoreda: What will be our share of
that.?

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
find all the information in Public Aeccounts.

Hon. C. G, Latham: ¥ think tke period of
those loans has been extended-

The PREMIER: Yes; some will now ma-
fare in 1954 and 19556. They were divided
on a satisfactory basis and each State has
some portion of its debt maturing and every
three years there will be conversions of
ahout £15,000,000 or £20,000,000. When
loans mature and conversions become neces-
sary, the rate of interest will probably be
down to 3% per cent. If we can get down tor
what the rate was three years ago, £3 0s. 6d.,
per eent., it will have a big effect on our
debt of over £500,000,000. While for two
or three years interest rates gradually went
up. the last loan showed a reduction of
about only 3d, The present loan, however,.
is a definite improvement, the reduction be-
ing 3s. 7d. per cent. lower than that of the
previous loan. Those people who have
money to invest will be well advised fo in-
vest it at this rate. They will get an in-
vestment that will be attractive, and il the
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present downward trend continues, it will
be even more attractive. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham; debate
adjourned,

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willecock—
Geraldton) [9.5] in moving the second read-
ing said: To conform to the Income Tax
Assessment Bill now under consideration it
has been necessary to make some alterations
to the Land and Income Tax Bill. This
Bill imposes a land and income tax for vne
.year, as has been the practice in the past.
It also imposes a rate for companies, pre-
viously levied under the Dividend Duties
Act, and for racing stakes formerly ineluded
in the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act. There is a new provision for tax on
interest paid to absentees which is necessary
becanse the previous legislation did not make
provision for taxing interest of that nature
Previously in dealing with the liability of
individuals for income tax, the Land and
Income Tax Act always stated that an ad-
justment should be made in respect to divi-
dend duty paid on that part of the ineome
which represented dividends from s com-
pany. This is not so stated in the present
taxing measure, because the Income Tax
Assessment Bill makes all necessary pro-
vision for adjusting income in such a case,
provision having been made for a rebate to
the extent of the dividend duty paid. As
intimated in the Budget the rates preseribed
under this Bill will be the same as those
fevied last year and for several years past.
Last ycar the receipts were—land tax
£117,249 and income tax £283,539. It is
not expected that there will be any great
alteration this year, and the Budget

Fstimate is land tax £110,000 and in-
eome tax £285,000. As I mentioned
during the time the Assessment Bill

was going through, hecause of the vari-
ous alerations in the assessment of com-
panies, banks, ete, we may get an increase

-of about £10,000 tbis year in income tax col- |

lections. Since 1920 dividend duty has been
levied at the rate of 1s. 3d. plus 15 per cent,,
but the extra 15 per cent. has not been im-
posed on mutual life assurance companies,
In the present Bill the 15 per cent. has been
incorporated in the amount of tax, making
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it 1s. 544d., and the rate of 1s. 3d. has been
preseribed for insurance companies as he-
fore, With the slight exemptions mentioned,
the rates under this Bill are the same as have
been operating for many years past, und as
there is practieally' no alteration, I move—-

That the Bill he now read a seeond time,

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1937-38,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 23rd November, Mr.
Withers in the Chair.

Vote—U nemployment Relief and State
Labour Burean, £68,727 (partly considered) :

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.12]: The
Minister made a great deal of the fact that
he had got on to a new tennis racquet, but
it appears to me that it was a poor racquet
compared with some of the rackets Minis-
ters have indulged in in this State.  The
Minister when introduecing the Estimates led
us to believe that all was well with the posi-
tion of the department under his control,
and he quoted figures to show how the im-
proved position of the unemployed had
come about since 1933. He told us of the
man on 14s. a week, that is, of the man who
had a wife and no children, and who was
classified on sustenance on that figure, and
that that man’s earnings were £2 10s. at the
present time. I do not know the data from
which that average was compiled, but I do
know that in my electorate there is quite a
number of people not getting that average
per week. If the Minister were to take the
tronble to go amonegst the 1ds. men he would
find that there are among them a number
who have had only seven weeks' fulltime
work in 12 months, T do net think the
House realised the full extent of the unfor-
tunate plight of the person who is compelled
to live on 7s, & week for long stretches at a
time. There are men and women in the com-
munity who are forced to live month after
month on 7. per week,

The Premier: They are the exception that
proves the rule.

Ar. HUGHES: They do not prove the
Tule.

The Premier: They do.
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Mr. HUGHES: They prove the callous
indifference of the DPremicr and his col-
leagues towards those people.

The Premier: One man out of §,600!

Mr. HUGHES: There are many of these
unfortungte men,

The Premier: There are not,

Mr. HUGHES: Not only in my electorate,
but they come to me from other clectorates,
and I pass them on to the wembers con-
cerned.

- The Premier: There arve not any number;
there is a very small number.

Mr. HUGHES: According to the depari-
mental statisties, the average of those people
is £2 10s. 7d. a week. How is it there is
anyone on 14s. who goes for a long stretch
without full-time employment?

The Premier: How old is the man you are
talking ahout?

Mr. HUGHES:
man.,

The Premier: Yes, you referred to one
man.

Mr, HUGHES: T do not know his age.

The Premier: He is 64 years of age.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not eare if he is 100.
It is not right that he should be compelled
1o exist on ls. per day. The Commonwealth
provides an invalid and old-age pension at
the rate of £1 a week. Men cannot get suf-
ficient food to meet bodily needs ont of a
rate of 7s. a week. This country must be
very impoverished indeed when all we pro-
vide for those people 35 a miserable pittance
of 7s. a week—1s. a day, Apart from the
14s. men, the man on 21s. is snpposed to get
an average of €2 13s. 11d. a week. That is
54s. a week against the basie wage of 75s.
That is about 75 per cent. of foll-time em-
ployment.  Any nomber of fhose men on
21s. a week are not getting 75 per cent. full-
time emplovment.  If the Premier wants
concrete proof—

The Premier: I have it.

Mr. HUGHES: Will he see evervons
whom I send with a letter of introduction?
I will undertake not to send anyone unless
I first wake personal inquiries to satisfy
mvself that the ease is gennine.

The Promier: T know there are 10 per
cent. The fizures are 500 on sustenance out
of 6,600 men.

Mr. HUGHES: We are asking a man and
woman and voung child to exist on 21s. a
week. whereas the Commonwealth allows
an old-age pensioner 20s. a week. Thus,

I am not quoting one
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under our system, 2 man has to keep a wife
and ehild on 1s. a week more than the
I"¢deral Government nllows an old-age pen-
sioner.

The Premier: It is a poor old man that
cannot earn two or three bob a year. Ae-
vording to you he cannot earn anything in
4 year,

Mr. HUGILES: 1t is most dillicult, as the
Premier knows, for relief and sustenance
workers to carn money during their stand-
down period.

The Premicr: But you are saying that a
maun s standing down all the time.

Mr, HUGHLES: | say that a number have
had Joug stand-down periods. Here is a
group of instances that I took indiserimin-
ately the other day. One man with a wife.
und tive cehildren has had a stand-off of
vight weeks. According to the fizures given
hy the Minister tor Employment he wounid.
be a 49s. man and his average would be
£3 125, 5d. That is only 3s. short of the
basic wage. How comes it that 2 man with
a wife and five children has had a stand-
down of eight weeks? Another man with
a wife and four children has had a stand-
down of eight weeks and other men bave
been stood down for periods of 25 weeks,
1T weeks, eight weeks, 20 weeks, 10 weeks,
and eight weeks. How is it that all those
men from one electorate—nobt men gathered
from all over the metropolitan area but
ien picked up one morning at the burean
during a chance eall and without warning
or arrangement to he there—should have
had such long stand-dewn periods and all
of them with more than four children? Yet,
aecording to the depariment, the average
earning is £3 12s. 5d. a week. If those
figures are correct there must be some un-
fair diserimination in the handing out of
the work. Go to any one of the groups and
we find men who have been standing down
for a mueh [onger period than they should
have heen if the average were being main-
tnined. The Minister made a point that
there had been some improvement in the
unemnlovment figures sinee 1933, When
wo consider the enormous inerease in the
proeceds from the wages tax szince 1933,
there is no justifieation for anvhody being
on part-time work in Western Australia.
In 1933. when the wages tax was introduced
and operated for six months of the vear,
the then Covernment collected £202.336 and
spent from revenue in the relief of unem-
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ployment £346,956. Thus there was spent
75 per cent. more in the relief of unem-
ployment than was obtained from the wages
tax. The National-Country Party Govern-
ment introdueced the wages tax and the
present Premier, then sitting in oppesition,
moved that the whole of the proceeds of
the tax be earmarked for the relief of un-
employment. The tax was originally called
an unemployment tax. In the Public Ac-
counts in the first year the tax was col-
lected, it is referred to as the vnnemploy-
went relief tax. Whatever one may think
of the Government then in power, it did
apply to the relief of unemployment out of
revenue more money than was collected
from the tax. In the year 1933-34, the last
vear of the old Government and the firsi
;year of the present Government, a sum of
£411,716 was collected from the wages tax,
‘or double the amount previously received.
Instead of doubling the amount of unem-
ployment relief from revenue, the Govern-
ment reduced it from £346,000, giving round
thousands, to £232,000. Thus the present
Government, in its first year, spent less
money for the relief of unemployment than
was collected by means of the wages tax.
Although the tax yielded an inerease of
£209,000, there was a drop of £114,000 ip
the expenditure on the relief of nnemploy-
ment. Thus there was taken from the un-
employed in the first year of the present
Government £350,000 that might legiti-
mately have been spent for the relief of
unemployment. It is obvious from the sta-
tistics that the present Government and its
supporters have no sympathy at all with
the unfortunate man who is unemployed,
because at every opportunity money has
been taken from the relief of unemploy-
ment and applied to benefit people befter
sitnated. The Government apnlied it to
raise Ministerial salaries and to restove the
salaries of members of Parliament and
bizhly-paid Government officials. Wherever
money could be taken from the unemnloyed,
it has been taken by the present Govern-
ment. One would have thoucht that when
the Government received an inerease of
£209,000 from the tax and took £114.000
from unemployment relief, it would have
‘been satisfied. But no. The next year the
-rages tax receipts showed an increase of
£272,000; it reached the total of £684,000
and the amount provided for the relief of
anmemployment dropped from £232,000 to
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£72,000. Although there was a 30 per cent.
increase in the tax collected, the amount
spent for the relief of unemployment
was dropped to 30 per cent. At that stage
there was a margin of more than £600,000
of money collected from the wages tax above
the amount spent on the relief of unemploy-
ment. Yet, in the last year of the preceding
Government, £146,000 more was spent for
the relief of unemployment than was eol-
lected from the wages tax. That proves that
the present Government does not want to
end unemployment and relief work and is
callously indifferent to the welfare of those
unfortunate people. Every time we have a
parliamentary session something is promised
to the unemployed. When we raised the
question of unemployment relief on last
year's Estimates we were told that on the
5th October some mysterious improvement
would be made for the benefit of the unew-
ployed. and that we could expect full-time
work in the near future, Of course it was
4 boax, a callous hoax, a callous betrayal
of those unfortunate workers by those who
live in luxury and have had a life of leisure
battening on them and playing up to them.
After this mighty promise of an improve-
ment had been mysteriously conveyed {0 us,
we found that abont 4s. per week was pro-
vided for the unemployed.

Mr. Doust: Did not the Commonwealth
Government reduce the amount to this Gov-
ernment by £300,000%

Mr. HUGHES : The hon. member is quite
satisfied to apologise for the Government by
saying that the Commonwealth took £300,000
from the grant and so the Government of
Western Australia could take £300,000 from
the unemployed—the section of the com-
munity least able fto bear it. That is the
poorest of all apologies, and I do mot think
the Government would like to have it broad-
cast. If the Commonwealth Government
took £300,000 from Western Australia, are
we as a Parliament going to take it fromn
the unemployed? We are to take from him
who has not! I am sorry to hear any mem-
ber put that forward as a legifimate apology
for keeping these poor people not on the
breadline but 50 per cent. below it. Un-
fortunate people are to exist on 7s. per week
when the basie wage is 7is.! They are to
exist on not 10 per cent. of the basic wage!
For that the specious exeuse offered is that
the Federal Government took £300,000 from
the grant to the State Government. In
spite of that, however, the State Government
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received muoeh additional revenue for which
it had not budgeted. Referring to the state-
ment of receipts in the Publie Accounts for
the year we find that notwithstanding the
reduction of the Federal grant the amount
realised was little short of that estimated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It was more than the
catimate, abont £150,000 more.

Mr. HUGHES : Our revenue for the year,
notwithstanding the redueced Federal graut,
reached the ecolossal figure of £10,500,000,
the highest cver known in the history of
Western Australia.

Mr, Dounst: What was the expenditure?

Mr. HUGHES: Slightly more, of eourse.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Expenditure always
Zoes up.

Mr. HUGHES: But who got the in-
creased expenditure? The member for Nel-
son (Mr. Doust) received an increase of 32s.
per week in wages, like the rest of ws. if
he feels proud of the faet that we foreud
the unemployed to exist on 7s. a week in
order that he might be given that inerease
of 325, I do not agree with him,

Mr. Doust: The interest bill went up 40
1rer eent.

Mr. HUGHES: Has not the ratio of
interest to total expenditure bheen higher in
previous years than it was in the financial
year just closed? We have been borrow-
ing at the rate of £2,000,000 or more per
annum; but notwithstanding that faet our
iiterest bill has been reduced, thanks
to certain conversions. There 1is no
doubt the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) is right in saying that
presently a day will come when we shall
not be able to meet our interest bill, when
posterity will be faced with the position of
not being able to meet interest payments.
However, it is no use saying that an in-
ereased interest bill is responsible for hold-
ing the unfortunate unemployed down to 1s.
per day. If some members would stand up
to the Government and foree it to do some-
thing for the unemployed

Hon. C. G. Latham: Like the member for
Victoria Park over his eouncil business.

Mr. HUGHES: —as they stand up when
their own pride or personal inferest is
touched, my admiration for them would be
greater. If they drew the gun and pointed
it at the head of the Government and said,
“Yon must do something for those unfor-
tunate people,” we would admire them much
more than we do—greatly as we admire the
stand that was taken.
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Hon, C. G. Latham:
that?

Mr. HUGHES : I 1934-35, when the Gov-
croment received £684,000 from wages tax, it
reduced the unemployment grant from rev-
enue to £72,000. In 1935-36 there was a
Jump of nearly £200,000 in the amount col-
lected from wages tax, The total jumped
to £827,000. Notwithstanding that there
had been that inerease of £200,000, the Gov-
erument was not content to allow the un-
fortunate unemployed to have the paliry
grant of £72,000 from revenue. The Gov-
crnment reduced the amount to £48,000. The
more the Government reeeives from the
wages tax, the less it gives to the unem-
ployed. Last year the amount from wages
tax rose to £871,000, only £29,000 shoxt of
a million sterling. In addition there was
£89,000 from gold tax, which the previous
Government had never enjoyed.

Hon. C. G. Latham; What about the Lot-
teries Commission 9

Mr. HUGHES: If one had stood up in
this House five or six years age and said
that £1,000,000 eould be taken out of the
pockets of the workers by a wages tax, onc
wonld have been howled down as an idiot.
I remember when the tax was first proposed
as a flat rate of 14. in the pound of wages
for hospitals, men who later beeame Cabinet
Ministers said it was an iniquitous proposal
If my memory serves me, the member for
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) declared it was
a proposal that eculd only come from a
Uovernment of round-bellied plutocrats.

Hon. C. & Latham: You supported the
member for Boulder at that time.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes; and I stand now
exactly where I stood in 1922. A filat rate
tax on wages is the worst form of taxation,
and never should be levied. However, out
of over £1,000,000 of additional revenue all
the Government could give the unemployed
by way of relief from revenue was a paltry
£51,000. Just a shilling in the pound! I
say advisedly—and I have said this outside
the Chamber as well as within it—that any
relief or sustenance worker who votes for
a supporter of the present Government does
not deserve any sympathy at all. Any mem-
ber of the Government could, by his singie
vote, have secured the earmarking of the
wages tax for relief of unemployment, In
that he would not have been doing anything
ineonsistent. All that was necessary was to

Whieh stand was
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turther to £232,192. In J93M-35 it was
£72,496; in 1935-36, £40.870; in 1936-37,
£31,14+. The money given in relief of un-
cmployment is not one-eighth to-day of
what it was in 1930-31, and it is not one-
tenth of whas it was in 1931-32, Yet in
1930-31 we had no wages tax and in 1931-32
there was no wages tax. In 1933 we got the
wages tax for the first time and then we
showed a steady inerense of £200,000 per
annum until we reached the stupendous
figure of £1,000,000 per annum. Surely a
Government that has had such an enor-
mous inerease in taxation ean provide more
than a paltey £30,000 for these unfortunate
people.  Relatively the treatment meted
out to the unemployed by the present Gov-
ernment is mueh more ¢allous and indiffer-
ont than that of the previous Government
heeause the previous Government did not
have this additional million of money to
spend from revenue.

Hon. C. (i, Latham: What was our reve-
nue in the last year we were in offiee in
comparison with theirs?

The Minister for Railwavs: Tell them
what you did—the old, old story.

Mr. HUGHES: We have unemployment
not becaunse the Government has not the
money to abolish wnemployment, but be-
cause there is indifference to it and to-
wards these unfortnnate people. I won-
der why we are paying a DMinister for
Employment at all. TWhat does he do?
How does he fill in the day? The Unem-
ployraent Department is run by public ser-
vants who are laws unto themselves. They
say whether a man shall get married or
whether he shall not. When a man tells
them ‘I have a wife,”’ they say, ‘* Was she
in trouble hefore vou married her?’’ and if
he says f‘No, she was not,’’ they say, ‘‘ You
will get no work here.”” I could not be-
lieve that when T was told it. I rang the
unemployment office and asked them whe-
ther it was so and the officer said that was
the poliey of the department.

Hon. €. (. Latham: Did he blush when
he told you?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know whether he
blushed.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is the most dis-
eraceful thing I have heard of—and puf
over by a Lahour Government!

My. Tonkin: It was put over by the
other Government, too.

Hon. C. (. Latham: Of eourse not.
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Myr. Tonkin: Of course it was.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: If the working man has
the misfortune to meet with an aceident
and gets workers’ compensation, the de-
partment says, ““You will get no relief
until you have exhausted the compensation
moeney at velief rates.”’ If an unfortunate
worker hns a claim for compensation and
one is trving to fight it for him, one is pes-
tered with letters from the department
asking, “‘llave vou any money vet for this
man? Do not forget that we have & claim.”?
The man cannet get his workers’ compen-
sation before the department has its ten-
tacles on it.

Mr. Hegnev: That is not the unemploy-
ment relief department.

Mr. HUGHES: T can show the hon.
memnber letters galore in whieh the depart-
ment writes, “We ave giving relief to so and
so ard we want you to deduct out of the
compensation money duve to us” The de-
partment  will not give the unfortunate
worker time to gef the money for his injury
hefore putting in a ¢laim for it.  If the
publiec Treasury was in a deplorable state
as it was five or six years ago and the rev-
enue had dwindled away to nothing, we
could understand all this cheeseparing and
grinding down and parsimonious procedure,
but when the Treasury has overflowed with
revenue as never hefore, surely it is time we
=t up on thiz unfortunate seetion of the
ecoisimumity. There is a statement here of
the reecipts and expenditure from 1928-29
ta 1936-37,

Hon, C. G. Latham: Only six members of
the other side are interested in it.

Mr, HUGHES: We find that there has
been a steady increase in revenue from 1931
to the present fime, and the estimate for
137-38 1« approximately £2,000,000 more
than was received in 1930-31. Two million
pcunids more from revenue alone coming in-
tv the public Treasury, yet we still have
thess nnfortunate people on the 7s. a week
which they were on in 1930, notwithstand-
ine that the cost of living has gone up ae-
cording to the basiec wage. Promises were
made that there were to be great improve-
ments. The 5th October was named as the
day on which there was going to be a dis-
elosnre of the plans for full-time employ-
ment. It did not materialise. They got a
paltry 4s, a week. When we get near the
mwnemplovment estimates again, and when
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there is an opportunity of ventilating a case
for these people again a bunch of ecarrots
is leld betore them. Now there is going to
be a readjustment and the men are to get
more work.

The Minister for Employment: That an-
neys you.

Mr, HUGHES: It does not aunoy me.
The Minister would have my wholehearted
support in anything he wanted te do to pro-
vide unemployed with full-time work.

The Minister for Employment: That an-
noys yon.

Mr. HUGHES: I was not annoyed.
When I saw the Minister, when delivering
his address on these Kstimates, looking into
the infinite and beholding himself and hav-
ing a beautiful vision, I was amused.

The Minister for Employment: Are we
supposed to laugh at that?

Mr. HUGHES : Of course there is no ex-
cuse for a Minister for Employment at the
present time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: None whatever.

Mr. HUGHES : What does he do for the
unemployed ¥

Hon. C. G. Latham: YWhat does he do
them for? :

Mr. HUGHES: He comes along once a
¥Year in a callous way and puts forward
some statement that leads them to expect
something, knowing that he has no intention
of giving it to them.

The Minister for Employment: I will be
fairly callons a little later in the evening.

Mr. HUGHES: T am not at all perturbed
as to what the Minister might be callous

about. That does not worry me in the
slightest. There is no question about his
callousness.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Even if ke has to
wait until 11 o'clock to exhibit it.

Mr. HUGHES: XNo other man could keep
the sinecure he does and draw his salary
and be indifferent to the sufferings and mis-
fortunes of these unfortunate people with-
out an attempt at human kindness. He is
all eallousness and vanity. I have no doubt
about that. Even the unemployed men on
relief work who are eompelled to contribute
out of their meagre earnings to the A.W.U.
to save the Mnister paying his own election
expenses, have to work at lower wages than
they are entitled to. I saw a letter from this
organisation in which reference was made to
the fact that these men are obliged to work
on the roads in the metropolitan area
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at a lower rate of pay under san
AW.U. agreement than they could get
under the municipal employees agree-

ment and the road workers' agreement for
the sole purpose of making them eligible to
join the A.W.U. and have siolen from them
—stolen” is the only word—25s. a year.
The organiser of the A.W.U. had the anda-
city to say “It is unfortunate that members
of the Road Workers’ Union have a higher
wage than we”

Hon. C. G, Latham: Unfortunate?

Mr. HUGHES : Unfortunate. It was put
in black and white that it was unfortunate
that the Road Workers' Union had got a
higher rate of pay.

Mr. Hegney: What is the difference in
pay?

Mr. HUGHES: T will give you the lot
later on. I will tell you the signatory of
the letter. It is Mr. Dalton of the A W.TG.
He says that it is unfortunate. So that as
iong as they can get 25s. o year out of these
unfortunate workers they would sooner see
them working at a lower rate of pay. I
always thought a basic principle of unionism
was to raise the rate of pay.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But they do not re-
present labour nowadays.

Mr. HUGHES: I always thought that the
unions told the workers to get as much pay
as they conld and the higher the better.
But no. Those men pay 25s. into the union
and are foreed to work af a lower rate of
pay than the Arbitration award provides
and then the union has the audacity to write
and say it is unfortunate that others are
receiving a higher wage. Why is it unfor-
tunate? Only because this gentleman who
is poing to give us a demonstration of his
callousness, this gentleman that is on a ten-
nis racquet not half as good as this A.W.U.
racket—there is no doubt the Ministers of
the Crown are using their ministerial posi-
tion to levy unlawfully money from citizens
because those citizens are not in a position
to resist. It is the lowest means of getiing
money that one could imagine; becanse
these people are facing starvation. Neo
racketeer in America has ever got down so
low, I would have more respeet for the
Minister for Employment if he prided him-
self less on his callousness and got into a
racket such as those favoured by Capone
and his assoeiates where they have to take
the risk of a gun.

The Minister for Employment:
the “Groper.”

Or like
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Mr. HCGHES: There is no money from
the “Groper” used to pay anyone's election
expenses, nor any money taken unlawfully
or illegally. The directors of the “Groper”
did not wait until there was £3,000 in the
pockets of the company and then transfer it
to themselves by unlawful means.

Hon. C. (. Latham: Who did that?

Mr. HUGHES: They got in early, but
that was nothing as compared with getting
the money from those people and telling
them, “You have to work at a lower rate of
pay to enable us to get it.” If something
were done to improve the position of those
people, something done by this organisation
to stand np and fight for those people, there
would be no objection to paying them 25s.
or even 50s, per year.

Mr. Hegney interjected.

Mr. HUGHES: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber something about the ecamping allowanece
at the Canning Dam. The men were en-
titled to 5s. 3d. per week camping allowance,
but the Government built some little two-
roomed huts that probably did not cost a
tenner each and compelled the men to live in
the huts, taking away from them their 5s,
3d. camping allowance.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Shame!

Mr, HUGHES : Why did not the AW.U.
stand wp ageinst that? If we could have
ihe data compiled of the costs of those Can-
ning hots and the money the Government
received by saying the 5s. 3d. per week
allowance, we would find that no rent racke-
{eer in Kalgoorlie could come near it. The
Government eéharged 10s. 6d. for a jarrah
camp just big enough to take two beds.
There were holes in the floor and no lining,
but nevertheless the Government charged
10s. 6d. per week for those huis. The men
were just told, “You are in hut No., 1V or
whatever the number might be.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Where was the Min-
ister for Justice?

Mr. HUGHES : The Government charged
10s. 6d. per week for the huts, taking the
As, 3d. allowance away from the men, Why
did not the A W.U. stand up against that?
Because those men are in the unfortunate
position of being a fair target. I hope we
shall some day have a Government that will
have enough backbone to say, “We will
compel you by legislation to refund the
money that you have taken without lawfnl
authority.”

Mr, Patrieck: And make it retrospective.
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Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and make it retro-
speetive. 1 do not mind how much the
worker on full-time employment volantarily
contributes towards anybody’s election ex-
penses; he can contribute the whole of his
selary if he likes, but when it comes to fore-
ing money from workers, when it comes to
such miserable tactics in order to get one's
election expenses paid, it is the limit. No
man raised in the Labour Party, no man
who had come from the working people and
who had lived his life among the working
people, would ever dream of doing such
things. Only those who come in for the
purpose of getting an easy living on the
backs of those unfortunate people, and who
kave never known what it was to work hard,
would do such a thing. They have only one
thought, which is to get as much as they can.

Mr. Hegney interjected.

Mr. HUGHES: T should say the Gtovern-
ment did raise the emergeney tax. Yes,
certainly it did.

Mr. Hegney: The unfortunate sustenance
worker had to pay it before.

Mr. HUGHES: The Government raised
it from £800,000 to £1,000,000. I should
certainly say the Govermment raised the
tax. And the 44-hour week is no good to the
man who is getting only 20 hours’ work and
is trying to live on 40s. 4 week and keep a
wife. There is nothing very meritorious
about that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It was a spare and a
delusion.

Mr. HUGHES: If the Government be-
lieves in the reduetion of hours principle, it
has a golden opportunity to put the relief
workers on full time, yet we find there is
not 4 suggestion of it from the (Government
side of the House; not one suggestion that
the 40-hour week should be established by
putting all the relief workers on fall time.

Mr. Hegney interjected.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The member
for Middle Swan must refrain from inter-
jecting.

Mr, HUGHES: There is an opportunity
for our friends opposite to rRhow their hona
fides in reducing hours. The time is long
overdue for the reduetion of houwrs. It
would give the worker a share in the mech-
anisation of indusfry. There is opportunity
to start it with the relief worker. And the
money is there with which fo do it; the
Government has the money, so why is it not
done? Now we are told that by some
miraele, although the loan money raised this
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vear is about the same as that raised last
year, and although the revenue estimated for
this year is to he about the same as that
received last year—we are now told that
. these unfortunate relief workers have had
long pericds of stand-down, and so their
conditions are goinz to be improved. I
hope this is going to be a legitimate im-
provement and not the hoax that was prae-
tised on them last year; I hope they will
not be told in a eouple of months’ time,
when Parliament is in recess, “You are get-
ting a longer period of work, but also you
must have a longer period of stand-down.”
[ hope that this time it will be a real im-
provement in their condifions. It is a stand-
ing disgrace when we are getting this
million pounds a year that we should =it
by  Dblindly indifferent to the priva-
tions of those unfortunate people on
7s. a week., And they are not limited
to the constituency of Kast Perth. 1
know that every member in the metropolitan
area has these unfortunate people coming
to him day in and day out pleading for some
improvement in their conditions. Also I
suppose there are cowtry members who
have the same experience. There is no ex-
cuse for it. If the only progress that can
he made by the Depariment of Employment
is that onee a ycar the Minister makes a
speech, then the sooner we abolish that port-
folio or hand it over to someone else the
hetter., There has not been one suggestion
of constructive policy from the minis-
terial head of the department during last
year. 1f that is all ke can do we might just
as well leave the department to the publie
servaunts to run, as was done in the past.
Then having got rid of the Minister we
could distribute an additional £2,000. It is
zad to see that nofwithstanding the Treasury
15 overflowing with loan funds and with rev-
enue, we cannot assist those unfortunate
people in their plight.

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
{(Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—Northam-—in reply)
[10.12]: First of all T desire to say a few
words regarding the contribution made to
this debate by the member for Snbiaco (Mys.
Cardell-Oliver}. In her speech she endeav-
oured fo be rcasonably fair, and reasonably
well did she succeed in that regard. She
made an appeal that the Government shonld
give consideration to the improving of the
condition of the 14s. men, the 21s. men and
the 28s. men. At the same time she was gen-
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erous cnough and gracious enough, in contra-
distinetion to the miserable a:tituda just now
exhibited by the member for Kast Perth
(Mr. Hughes}, to congratulate the Govern-
ment upon the improvement the Governmam
proposed Lo make in regard to the 35s. men,
the 42s. men, and the 49s. men. Had the
member for Subiaco listened to the state-
ment of the Government poliey as careruliy
as she should have done, or had she read the
speech enrefully, she would have learnt that
a statoment was made to the effect that the
Gevernment intended to improve the conei-
tion of the 14s. men, the 21s. men, and the
2Bs, men. The measure of improvement to
be made eoncerning these groups of men
has since been set out in the Press. Wo
doubt the hon. member is now fully awure of
the policy of the Uovernment. I eongratu-
Inte her upon the reasonableness of her
specch on this year's Estimates. Her speech
this year stands out in rather marvellous re-
lief against the one she made on these Esti-
muates last year. On that oceasion there was
a rapid reversion to type.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: I have heard that
hefore,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
She deseribed the Government as a gang of
politieal poltroons, as a group of spiritless
cowards, as a bunch of arrant hypoerites,
and as a collection of spineless prawns amd
eonstmmate humbugs. I draw attention to
those remarks because I am determined that
future Parliaments shall know to what
dopths of degradation some members of this
Parliament sink to achieve what they think
may be political advantage.

Mrs. Cardcll-Oliver: Don’t be such a par-
rot! .

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXT:
I am inclined to agree that if the membe:
for Subiaco continucd to make statements of
that kind in the speeches she delivered under
cover of parliamentary privilege, eventu-
ally free speech in Parlinment would be de-
stroved. T agree with Mr. Menzies who, in
effect, said that members who made ques-
tionable remarks in Parliament should be
forced to repeat them ocutside, so that they
could be dealt with as ordinary eitizens.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: So you have read my
speech )

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
T am sure that when members of this Cham-
ber heard (bat statement falling from the
lips of the hon. member last year, they must
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have been horrified to hear umbridled and
questionable remarks of that characier,
especially as they were made under eover
of parliamentary privilege,

Mr. Cross: Is that what they do in Tur-
key?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The hon. member nlso had a great deal
to say regarding the alleged failure of
the Glovernment to prevent a great deal of
the poverty which she states exists in her
own district. In her speech this year she
painted a very gloomy picture to the effeet
that in her district there were men, women
and children short of milk, food and eloth-
ing.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Quite true.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
She went on to place upon the shoulders of
the Government complete and absolute re-
sponsibility for the alieviation of this suffer-
ing, and these shortages of necessary mate-
rials. 1 understand from some of the
speeehes of the member for Sublace that she
is a keen student of biblical history. Any
person who is a keen student of biblical his-
tory, and, what is more, a keen follower of
the teachings of that history, will know that
it is not the sole and complete responsibility
of Governments to do everything for all
people. There is in the recordings of that
history a statement coneerning a rich young
man who waited upon the Lord of all the
worlds and inquired of Him what he, th-
young man, must do to inheril efernal life.
He was informed that he must keep the
Commandments, that in effect he must
neither kill nor steal. He 1eplied that he
had done all those things, and had done
them diligently, He then inquired whethar
the result of having done all those things
diligently would enable him to inherit eter-
nal life. He was informed that one thing
more than necessary, namely, that he must
sell all his possessions and distribute them
amongst the poor and needy’ of the com-
munity. And the young man went away
very sad, as I am sure the member for Subi-
aco would have heen in similar cireum-
stances, becaunse his possessions were very
great. T mnow come with a considerable
amount of relish to deal with the untrne and
vitriolic speech given to members of this
Chamber by the member for East Perth
(Mr. Huoghes). As Senator Cunningham
would say, the member for Tast Perth
“gpened pretty.” He led off by making
sneering reference to the faet that I had
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mentioned that a new industry had been
established in Western Australia for the
manufaeture of tennis racquets. The mem-
ber for East Perth said that Ministers of
this Government were experts in connection
with “rackets’” of cvery description, partieu-
laxly with those ‘‘rackets” that are operated
for the purpose of deceiving and robbing
the people. Members may have forgotten,
and members of the public may have forgot-
ten, that an impartial and expert public in-
yniry was held in Western Australia mnot
many months ago when a certain person was
proven to be a liar, a cheat and a thief.

Mr. Hnghes: Who was that, the owner of
the Coptain Stirling Hotel?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
This individual from East Perth also told
members of {he Chamber, and indirectly
members of the publie, that the Minister for
Employment and other members of the Gov-
crnment viewed the position of the unem-
ployed and their dependants with eallous in-
difference. The Leader of the Opposition
Jlayfully gave support to that statement,
although in his mind and heart he knows
that the Minister for Employment, and
every other Minister of the Government re-
gard the position of the unemployed with
eomplete sympathy, and are doing every-
thing possible on all oceasions to bring
abont an improvement in their condition.
Every other memher opposite knows that
that is true. Many of them who have spoken
in this debate have admitted that the Gov-
ernment has done reasonably well in its
handling of this diffienlt problem. And yet
the member for East Perth, not becanse he
belicves it, but becanse his interest in the
unemployed is only political and mereenary,
gets up and declares that members of the
Government have shown callous indifference
towards the unemployed and their depend-
ants.

Mr. Hughes: We will show you where the
mercenary interests are in eonnection with
the Captain Stirling Hotel,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I am glad to have the member for East
Perth squealing so early.

Mr. Hughes: You will be squealing yet.

The MINISTER ¥OR EMPLOYMENT:
That is tvpical of his type.

Mr. Hughes: You will hear who the cheat
is.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
In the course of his speech the member for
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East Perth lied, and Lied deliberately on
many points. He hoped T would be baited
and would fall, and make interpections fo
enable him to continue his speech so that he
might obtain more publicity in the Press.

Mr. Hughes: No man in the House is a
greater liar than you are.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
But the member for East Perth, alihough
ke thinks he is shrewd and eclever and cun-
ning, is as obvious a5 the noonday sun in g
clondless sky. Basking in the sunshine of
his new friends, and old enemies, the mem-
ber for East Perth spills poison wherever
he moves. The member for East Perth is
now indulging in a more or less continuous
squeal, and I am comforted to know that
the speech I am making is sufficiently effec-
tive to draw this eontinuous squealing from
him,

Mr. Hughes: T will belp you by telling
you a few things,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The member for East Perth was not satis-
fied with merely casting aspersions on the
intentions and characters of the Ministers
of the Crown, but even went so far as to
cast a most unwarranted aspersion on the
Auditer General of Western Australia, an
independent officer appointed by Parlia-
ment, an officer whe knows neither polities
nor politicians.

Mr. Hughes: Whe appointed him?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The member for East Perth is absolutely
incapable of utlering one clean statement
or one generous sentiment in connection
with anyone exeept those whom he can
use for his own cunning purposes.

Mr. Hughes: You stand for corruption,
or you would never have stood what—

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
When the member for East Perth finishes
squealing, T will have another word or two
to say. He sheds erocodile tedrs in this
Chamber about the salaries of members of
Parliament and Ministers of the Crown. He
gives the impression that his heart bleeds
for the unemployed and their dependants.
Yet the member for East Perth occupies
five jobs in Western Australia, some at
least of which might be made available,
with great benefit, o some of the nnem-
ploved. The member for East Perth has
an income, ¥ should say, greater than that
of any other member of this Chamber.

Mr. Hughes: I wish that were true!

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
He is a member of Parliament, and al-
though he squeals about the increase in the
salaries of members of Parliament—it was
not an increase at all but a restoration of
a cnt made in salaries during the depres-
sion—I have yet to learn that he has re.
fused to pocket the inercase or restoration
of salary that Parliament agreed to.

Mr. Hughes: He did unot get it by brib-
ing!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
In addition, the member for East Perth is
a lawyer. If the member for West Perth
(Mr. McDonald) would take the Chamber
into his eonfidence, he could tell us what
an excellent annual income that profession
brings to those who are fortunate enough
to be in it. Further, the member for East
Perth, who now finds it impossible to cease
squealing for even a second, is secretary
of a union. In addition, he is a gualified
and registered public aceountant, although
I understand he does not receive much
business in that line. So this individual,
who assumes a sympathetic attitude for his
own individual aggrandisement and benefit,
holds down at least five separate positions
and receives a substantial inecome in con-
nection with each of them. Yet he has the
aundacity to stand up here and spill his
sympathy, not real but assumed sympathy,
for the unemployed and their dependants.
Let me say one other thing in that regard.
I know one man who was perhaps the
strongest supporter of the member for East
Perth in the two elections he contested
some time ago. That man worked day and

- night unceasingly, never spared himself in

any respect, and perhaps was the greatest
single faetor in bringing about the elec-
tion of the member for East Perth to this
Parliament. What bappened to that man?
As soon as the member for East Perth was
safe and secore in this comfortable and
well-paid position, what happened to that
man? He was thrown aside like a squeezed
lemon, pitehed into fhe gmtter, and even-
tually found himself sheltering in a crane
heuse on top of the Colonial Mutual build-
ing.

Mr. Hughes: That is a lie.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yet the member for East Perth comes here
and tries to convinee the Committee that
the members of the Government are indif-
ferent and eallons to men and women who



[30 NovemsEer, 1937.]

are in need of assistance. I am glad to em-
brace the opportunity of esposing the
politieal hypoerisy of this individual, so that
members of this Chamber and the general
public may know the true situation. As a
matter of fact, I am quite sure that although
hon. members opposite playfully support
the member tor East Perth, they do not
actually possess a grain of real respect for
him. There can be no doubt in the world
but that this Government{ has achieved a
great deal of improvement for the relief
workers of Western Australia. Did hon.
members listen to the weird and mysterious
tale the memher for East Perth unfolded re-
garding the amount of money - expended
from financial emergency tax receipts for
the relief of unemployed in this State? Was
there one member on either side of the
Chamber who was in the least impressed by
that weird story which the member for East
Perth unfolded?  The member for East
Perth knows the trnth about the position,
but he never tells the truth about it. The
true position has heen explained to him time
after time. Despite the fact that he is in
possession of all the knowledge and all the
real information regarding the position,
year after year he gets up in this Chamber
and repeats that weird, mysterious tale of
bia and seeks to prove that becanse the Gov-
ernment of which the Leader of the Opposi-
ton was a member spent more money from
the financial emergeney tax proceeds on re-
lief of unemployment, the previous Govern-
ment has done more than the present Gov-
ernment has done for the unemployed., I
am not concerned as to which Govermmnent
does most for the unemployed. My coneern
—and I think the cuncern of 99 per eent. of
the members of this Chamber—is that the
best possible in the cirenmstances shall be
done for tha unemployed. The fact that the
previous Government expended more money
from financial emergeney tax proceads for
the relief of unemployment than the present
Government has done proves nothing at all.
Thet. of course is the e¢unning method
always used by the member for East Perth.
He produces two sets of facts, and then tor-
tures an utterlv wrong deduction from them.
No doubt he thinks it elever and cunning,
and believes that it deceives a great nnmber
of people, as indeed it does; but the member
for East Perth cannot expect to go on gei-
ting away with that sort of thing. Almost
every member of the Chamber knows that
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the only money used from revenue for the
purpose of relieving unemployment is that
which is used for the purpose of providing
sustenance for the men when they are not
working. All of the work—and work of
course is easily the more important side of
Government activities in conneetion with the
relief of unemployment—is financed from
toan funds. The mecmber for East Perth
knows, if he would only have the deceney to
admit, that prior to the present Goevevnment
coming into office 70 or 80 per cent. of the
men had to exist on sustenance only, becanse
the Government of the day was not able to
organise the works necessary to provide the
men with employment. So it was inevi-
table in those ecircumstances that large
sums of money had to he found from
vevenue for the purpose of providing
relief for the unemployed. As every mem-
ber knows, the position te-day is different.
A works programme has now been organised
and is in operation, with the result that in-
stead of 80 per cent. of the men being forced
to aceept assistance on the sustemance basis
only, about 10 per cent. only have to accept
that unfortunate sustenance basis, To-day
90 per cent. of the relief workers are pro-
vided with work in accordance witih a roster.
The expenditure necessary to finance the
carrying on of that work comes not from
revenoe but from loan funds available to
the State. T regret it is necessary for me {o
repeat, even briefly, the explanation of the
true position. I have been forced to repeat
that explanation becanse the member for
Bast Perth (Mr. Hughes) wilfully persists
in misrepresenting the sitnation. The mem-
ber for East Perth has a great deal of bitter
feeling towards the A.W.U. and other in-
dustrial organisations of the State. Why?
You, Mr. Chairman, probably know as well
as I do the real reason for it. The real rea-
son is that the member for East Perth, in
years gone by, with the use of all the cun-
ning and trickery of which be is eapable,
endeavoured to get control of the AW U,
the timber workers’ organisation and other
industrial orgzanisations of that description.
Because the member for Kast Perth could
not obtain that eontrol, becanse the rank and
file of the members of those unions were
wide awake to him and his triekery, deceit
and dishonesty on these occasions, he failed
to get the control he wanted, and failed to
achieve the objective at which he had aimed.
Ever since, he has been overflowing with
bitterness and malice with regard to those
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organisations, and especially to the officials
connected with them. So it is clear beyond
the slightest shadow of doubt that the memn-
ber for Bast Perth has no real gennine con-
cern for the wnemployed and their depend-
ants. His concern, as I mentioned earlier,
is political and mercenary. He expressod
his opinions regarding the Minister for Em-
ployment, or rather, as he termed me, the
Minister for Unemployment. I understand
my predeeessor in office was somewhat par-
tieulnr ubout being always reforred to as
the Minister for Emplovment. I am not
concerned whether the member for Kast
Perth, or any other member, refers to me as
the Minister for Employment or as the
Minister for Unemployment. My suscepti-
bilities in that regard are not to be injured
by references to the title of the office
I hold. Nevertheless there are thons-
ands of relief workers and their dependants
throughout the State who could tell the
member for East Perth very eloguently what
the Minister for Employment does. I some-
fimes smile when I vealise that we, as a
party, are advocating and fighting for a
shorter working week while we ourselves
work 60 or 70 hours weekly. My heart and
soul have been in my job every day I bave
held my present position, and I am quite
sure that 99 per cent. of the members of
this Committee will agres with that state.
ment. The fact that the member for East
Perth does not, affords me comfort and con-
solation, because if he agreed with that and
offered one word of encouragement or com-
fort to me I would regard his action with
complete and absolute suspicion. Did not
the member for East Perth to-night, true to
his type, tempt and encourage supporters of
the Government to rat on the Administra-
tion? In almost every speech he delivers in
this Chamber he does the same thing. He
tempts them, and encourages them to rat on
their own party and the Government with
which they are associated. He plays up to
them, as he does to oither members of this
Chamber. He tries to put it across them
as he put it across the unemployed and other
sections of the community., Despite it all,
I am convineed, in my own mind, that the
power and the strength of the member for
East Perth are rapidly azpproaching the
stage when the only one person in this com-
munity likely to be influenced by him in
any way will be the ex-memher for East
Perth, Mr. Hughes.

Vote put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Votes—Labour, £8¢G; Factories, £5,417;
Arbitration Court, £7,376—agreed to.

Vote—Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
L122,069:

Mr. NORTH: Has the Minister received
any communieation from the Federal Gov-
crument with regard to a nutrition allow-
ance of any kind? Throughout the Com-
monwealth there has been an inquiry re-
warding that phase,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
No information at all has been received
from the Iederal {iovernment regarding the
result of the nutrition inguiry that was in-
angurated by that Government. Doubtless
when the inguiry is completed and reports
are avanilable, the Federal Government will
extend to the State Government the com-
pliment of providing it with a eopy of the
report.

Mr. CROSS: Will the Minister take some
action in the interests of a section of a com-
munity receiving outdoor relief? I refer to
& number of aged people from Great Bri-
tain who have not been in Australia suffi-
eiently long to enable them to obtain either
the old-age or invalid pension. Similarly
there are elderly people who have gone
from Australia to Great Britain. Will the
Minister take the matter up with the Fed-
eral CGovernment and ascertain if some re-.
ciprocal arrangement can be entered into
between the British and Australian Gov-
ernments so that these elderly people may
he granted a pension? I have come across
2 number of such instances. Some of the
clderly people, even if they were sent back
to Great Britain, wonld not be in a posi-
tion to qualify for n pension there. The
onus of keeping these people is placed on
the State. For the most part, these people
have been respectable members of the com-
munity and certainly should receive some
redress. There are many sad cases, and
they seem to be no one’s business. All they
ean pet is 9s. a week from the State. Will
the Minister take this matter up with the
Federal authoriiies?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I zive an undertaking that T will make re-
presentations through the Premier to the
Federal Government with the object of
ascertaining whether it is possible for the
Federal Government to amend the Pensions
Act to provide for the people mentioned
The position of people who have come to
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Australia trom other British eountries and
have reached the age of 65 in the case of
men and 60 in the case of women is diffi-
cult it they have not been in this country
for at least 20 years. 1 had an instance
this week where a wife and husband would
ordinariiy be eligible for a pension but as
they have lived here only 1% years, they
have not any hope of obtaining a pension
until they have been here another six yeavs.
The hushand is sick but not totally inca-
pacitated, so that he cannot obtain even the
invalid pension. The Siate has to carvy
these people and through the Child Welfarve
Department we do the best possible for
them. This is an obligation that should be
shonldered by the Federal anthorities.

Mr. SHEARN: Can the Minister inform
the Committee whether there is any possi-
bility of the report of Mr. Wolff, the Royal
Commissioner on the Youth Problem, being
submitted in the near future.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I discussed this matter with Mr. Wolff re-
cently. Hon. members will be aware that
Mr. Wolff has been particularly busy in
recent months assisting in the preparation
of legislation. The resnlt has been that his
work in connection with the inquiry has
heen held up. I have no doubt that as soon
as he is free to devote himself to the con-
tinnation of the inquiry, he will give his
time and ability to that work, with the
result that his report should be available
reasonably early in the New Year.

Vote put and passed.
Public Ultilities:
Votes—Native Stations, £6,833; Gold-

fields Water Supply Undertakings, £126,791;
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs, £4,107—agreed to.

Fote—Metropolitan Abattoirs and Sale-
yards, £32,051 -

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: 1 should like
to draw the attention of the Government to
the necessity for providing inereased accom-
modation at the metropolitan abattoirs at
Midland Junction. Quite recently an im-
provement has been effected in the sheep-
vards at Midland Junetion and the eonveni-
enee has been greatly appreciated not only
by the fat-stock salesmen but alse by the
owners of sheep and lambs. There is, how-
ever, &till need for further improvement.
The increase in the number of sheep in the
agrienltural areas of the State and the eon-
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sequent increased yardings week hy week ab
Midland Junction indicate that there is need
for further aceommodation. The markets at
Midland Junetion during recent weeks have
occasionally  exceeded 20,000 sheep and
fnmhs, and there is not provision at these
salevards 1o accommodate that number of
stork,  On gome ocensions it has been neces-
savy to fill the pens two, three and four
times in order to accommodate the number
obf ~tock for sale, and in view of the faet
that these facilitics are revenue-produeing,
T urge upon the respounsible Minister that
e endeavour to obtain farther funds from
the Treasurer in order that the conveniences
may be further extended.

Vote put and passed.

Voate—Matropolitun Water Supply, Sew-
eruge and Drainage, £99536:

My, NORTH: Complaints have been made
to me about the chief sewerage treatment
works that arve ereating bad odours in parts
of Claremont. I have been asked to bring
the matter before the Committee and I hope
the Giovernment wil] see that the question
receives attention.

Mr. CROSS: I wish o draw attention to
the fact that a mwmber of people on the
Fremantle side of the Canning Bridge com-
plain that they cannot get extensions of
water mains £0 serve their properties. Houses
are being built fairly close to the Canning-
roadt and there is a 24-inch main through
there, but the complaint of the people is that
they cannof get the department to connect
up the houses. The people at Mt. Pleasant
have also complained a good deal. There
is a considerable number of houses there
and requests have heen repeatedly made to
the department sinee 1925 for another half
mile of main. 'The department now takes
the attitude that it will only put down a
d-inch nain and it will cost nearly £500.
T would like the Minister to give some in-
ilication of what is intended. Some people
have lived in the distriet for 40 years and
steps should be taken to give them a water
supply.

Vote put and passed.

Tote—Other
£59557

Mr. DONEY: Speaking recently on the
Public Works Vote I discussed the mat-
ter of the survey now being under-
taken in regard to the water require-
ments of certain Great Southern towns.

Hydraulic Undertakings,
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I asked certain questions which it was not
easy for the Minister to answer on that
oceasion, because the Chairman bad ruled
that portien of my remarks out of order, 1
should like to repeat those questions now.
They were:—What is the cost of the survey
to date? How far is_the survey from com-
pletion? What has the Minister done so far
as to the probable cost? What is the engin-
eering practicability and the general feasi-
bility of the scheme, and what Great South-
ern towns and agricultural areas is it in-
tended to include in the seheme? Sinee the
Minister has had some notice of those ques-
tisus, I hope he will be able to give me a
raply to them now. People of the Great
Southern have a very close interest in this
survey and we fervenily hope that the
scheme proves capable of adoption. The
water position in all the Great Southern
dams is very serions this year, so I hope the
Minister will give close atfention to the
questions I have submitted. The Minister
may recall that when on the Public Works
Vote I mentioned a small experimental plot,
a quarter acre of hitumenised plot put down
on the Narrogin catchment. I said that for
its shedding abilities it was very suecessful,
but that in the matter of cost it was not
nearly so satisfactory. I suggested to the
Minister that he might profitably get his
officers to inquire in the Eastern States and
other countries and ascerfain whether ex-
perts in those other places had had experi-
ence that we might with benefit examine. If
the Minister has made those inquiries I hope
he will refer to them tonight.

Mr. MANN: I should like to ask the
Minister a question conecerning the Wad-
derin dam. The Minister probably knows
that it will be dry by Christmas, and T should
like an assurance from the Minister that
something will be done about it.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Regarding the survey of water
supply on the Great Southern, the replies
I have already given are all that I am able
to give. I have not yet even had an in-
terim report from the Director of Works.
I do not know whether the member for
Williams-Narrogin is under the impression
that we have information but are with-
holding it; if so, he is quite wrong. The
hydraulic engineer would not make & report
where any guesswork was involved. First
of all, there is the question of site for the
proposed dam. Surveys have to be made,
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and it may be that in the ultimate report
there will be alternative sites proposed.
There is all the work of the survey of the
proposed pipe line, and before the report
is put in one would require to have regard
for the economies of the scheme. Ihave an
idea that before a water scheme is put in it
would be required that we should go
through the usnal formula of a vote of land-
owners of the districts eoncerned, becanse we
eannot force the water supply on people and
tax them for it. I think I recall profests
trom some people of the Great Southern.
Mr. Doney: I do not think so.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Yes, it is so. Some of them are
not prepared to pay water rates; they will
want to know the rate per acre.  The
actual fact is that not even an interim re-
port has as yet been presented. In a scheme
of that magnitude I would not expect engi-
neers to put in a report which they would
have to revise and amplify later on. I do
not know that the Great Southern is the
worst off, from a water supply point of
view, It must be remembered that all dis-
triets are making applications, and in many
districts where we have plants, they will
have to be amplified. Requoests are eon-
tinnally coming in for extensions of the
goldfields main. The decision to go ahead
with the Canning dam, increasing the
height of the wall, was agreed to becanse
this is now the most econcmical way of
conserving water. As the wall rises it is
almost incredible the quantity of water
gained for the expenditure involved. The
engineers have decided, and we have agreed,
that the best way to get secarity for
the goldfields seheme, on whieh country dis-
tricts as well as the goldfields de-
pend, is to conserve the water at
Canning and have a reserve there to
supplement the Mundaring Weir, Ac-
cording to the engineers, that is the most
economical way to conserve a reserve sup-
ply. Although we may regard it as merely
a metropolitan scheme, it is one that will
supplement the big country scheme, namely
Mundaring, which supplies the goldfields and
country areas. Mundaring at present holds
& two years’ supply, but having regard to
the draw upon it and the continuous requests
for further fapping of the goldfields main
for country water supplics, provision must
be made to supplement it to ensure reserve
sapplies.
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. Mr. Sampson: How could you conneet it?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SCUP-
PLIES: It could be connected economieally.
Weo are drawing water for the Guildford-
Midland distriet from Mundaring, and it
means coupling Canning with that line. It
witl be used only in case of emergency, but
that coupling offers the necessary seeurity.
The decision to go ahead with the constrme-
tion of the Canning dam was made with
that object in view. Regarding the Great
Sonthern, we must remember that the only
deciston so far has been for the survey. If
in time it becomes the policy of the eountry
to put in that supply and money can he
found for the work, the survey, plans and
all necessary data will be available. A
decision must be made respecting the site of
the dam and also the route of the pipe line
and the requirements to supply the variocus
bowns

Mr. Doney: Are the engineers acting on
the assumption that the water will ceme
from the Wellington dam?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: So far I have not received a redort.
There may be alternative sites for che dzmn.
I am withholding nothing, but members will
rezlise that I ean give no further inforwa-
tion until the report is made.

Mr. Doney: I thought you were referring
to the service dam on the Great Southern.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: The engineers must fix upon a site
for the dam. So far that has not been de-
termined. As to roofing the Wadderin
dam, I am not sure whether that is on the
programme,

Mr. Mann: It has been recommendcd by
the engineers for quite a while.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: It is our policy to roof the dams.
One that is being roofed is Gutha. T be-
lieve the recommendation has gone forward,
but I do not think authority has been given.
The proposal, however, is being seriously
considered.

Hon, ¢. G. Latham: If you do not do it
while the dam is empty this summer, you
will not have a chance.

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: We recognise the seriousness of the
position. From memory I cannot say
whether it has been definitely decided to go
ahead with it. As regards the provision of
a bitumen surface for the watershed, an ex-
periment was made and found to be very
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expensive. I think the engineers decided
thai to put in a bitumen watershed was not
ail economic proposition. It would be effec-
tive, but so far the reports are not encour-
aging, onb the seove of cxpense.

Ar. Doney: Could you undertake 1o make
inguiries in the Eastern States regarding
that aspect?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES: Yes.

Vote put and passed,

House adjourned at 11.11 p.m.

Qegislative Council,
Wednesday, 1st Deeember, 1957,
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The PRESIDENT took the Clair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BOULDER ELECTRICITY
SUPFLY.
LDayment of Fee.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sce-
retary: 1, Is it a fact that Mr. W. H. Tay-
lor, General Manager of the Tramways, Gas
and Electricity Department, was paid a fee
of one hundred and twenty puineas by the
Boulder Municipal Council for recommend-
ing it to do what it should have done 30

- vears ago, viz., purchase supplies of elee-

tricity in bulk from the Kalgoorlic Power



